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The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by WFXD, 
MARQUETTE, MI along with the most significant programming treatment of those 
issues. The listing is by no means exhaustive, and additional air time not noted was 
devoted to serving our community. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect 
any priority or significance. All times are Eastern.
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Quarterly Report of Compliancy Issues & Programs List 

2025-Q3 (July – Sept.) Viewpoints Radio 
 

● Adventure 
● Affordability 
● Affordable Housing 
● Aging 
● Alcohol Consumption 
● American Communities 
● American Culture 
● American History 
● Animal Science 
● Animal Testing 
● Architecture 
● Artificial Intelligence 
● Arts 
● Beach Safety 
● Beauty Industry 
● Biodiversity 
● Bullying 
● Burnout 
● Business 
● Career 
● Child Development 
● Classical Music 
● Climate Change 
● Climate Science 
● Communication 
● Community 
● Community Health 
● Community Relations 
● Conflict Resolution 
● Construction 
● Consumerism 
● Cooking 
● Critical Thinking 
● Culture 
● Democracy 
● Dentistry 
● Digital Equality 
● Discrimination 
● Disease 
● Diversity 
● Drug Use 
● Economy 
● Education 
● Education Policy 
● Entertainment 
● Entrepreneurship 
● Equal Opportunity 
● Equal Rights 
● Exploration 
● Extreme Weather 
● Film 
● Finance 

● Food Insecurity 
● Gender 
● Gender Equity 
● Genetic Modification 
● Global Culture 
● Global Health 
● Global Issues 
● Global Populations 
● Government 
● Government Assistance 
● Grief 
● Health 
● Health Innovation 
● Higher Education 
● History 
● Hobbies 
● Home Economics 
● Housing 
● Human Development 
● Humanitarian Aid 
● Inflation 
● Infrastructure 
● Innovation 
● Insurance 
● International Issues 
● International Relations 
● International Travel 
● Interpersonal Conflict 
● Job Readiness 
● Labor 
● Law 
● Law Enforcement 
● Life Skills 
● Literature 
● Local Government 
● Loss 
● Marriage 
● Mass Media 
● Media 
● Medicine 
● Mental Health 
● Meteorology 
● Midterm Elections 
● Music 
● Music Education 
● Natural Disasters 
● Nutrition 
● Organization 
● Outdoor Survival 
● Pandemic 
● Parenting 
● Personal Finance 

● Politics 
● Poverty 
● Prehistoric Animals 
● Private Equity 
● Psychology 
● Public Health 
● Public Opinion 
● Public Resources 
● Public Safety 
● Public Services 
● Public Utilities 
● Race 
● Racial Bias 
● Reading Comprehension 
● Real Estate 
● Relationships 
● Religion 
● Renovation 
● Research 
● Restaurant Business 
● Retirement 
● Science 
● Scientific Research 
● Self-Growth 
● Self-Help 
● Single Parenting 
● Small Businesses 
● Social Media 
● Societal Issues 
● Societal Trends 
● Society 
● Software Engineering 
● Space Travel 
● Standardized Testing 
● Suburban Planning 
● Swimming Safety 
● Technology 
● Transportation Infrastructure 
● Travel 
● TV 
● Urban Planning 
● Voting Rights 
● Wealth 
● Weather 
● Wellness 
● Wildlife Conservation 
● Women in Music 
● Women’s Rights 
● Youth Issues 
● Youth Mental Health
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Program 25-27 
Air Week: 7/6/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: BURNING YEAR-ROUND: THE NEW REALITY OF FIREFIGHTING IN AMERICA 
Time: 1:47 
Duration: 10:36 
Synopsis: As wildfire season stretches into winter and blazes burn hotter and faster than ever, former firefighter Kelly Ramsey 
reflects on her time battling fires during California’s brutal 2020 and 2021 season. She shares her candid experience with us of what 
it’s like to fight fire in a system that’s breaking under its own weight. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Kelly Ramsey, former firefighter, author, Wildfire Days: A Woman, a Hotshot Crew, and the Burning American West. 
Compliancy issues: Career, Climate Change, Extreme Weather, Government, Public Health, Public Safety, Science 
Links for more info: 
Book: Wildfire Days by Kelly Ramsey 
L.A. wildfire victims uncertain about returning to their burned neighborhoods 
Yes, even most unexpected landscapes in the US can and will burn 
Article: A Month Before Fires, L.A. Fire Chief Warned Budget Cuts 
Instagram: Kelly Ramsey 
 
SEGMENT 2: HIGHWAYS TO DISPLACEMENT: THE HIDDEN HISTORY OF URBAN RENEWAL 
Time: 14:25 
Duration: 7:08 
Synopsis: It looked like progress—new highways, modern bridges—but in cities across America, those blueprints masked 
something else entirely. In Detroit and beyond, entire Black neighborhoods were destroyed, and communities were split by concrete. 
We uncover the deeper implications of transportation policy in the mid 1900’s and how cities today are trying to get back to these 
once-connected and diverse communities. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Polly Hansen 
Guests: Deborah Archer, president, American Civil Liberties Union, professor, law, New York School of Law, New York School of 
Law, author, Dividing Lines: How Transportation Infrastructure Reinforces Racial Inequality;; Brenda Freije; president & CEO, 
Rethink Coalition of Indianapolis. 
Compliancy issues: American Communities, Business, Discrimination, Equal Rights, Housing, Public Health, Public Services, 
Racial Bias, Suburban Planning, Transportation Infrastructure, Urban Planning 
Links for more info: 
Deborah N. Archer - Overview | NYU School of Law 
Instagram: Deborah Archer  
Instagram: ACLU Nationwide  
Article: How Boston Unpaved its Way to a Greener City Center 
Black Bottom Neighborhood | Detroit Historical Society 
Dividing Lines: How Transportation Infrastructure Reinforces Racial Inequality 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: AFGHANISTAN, FOUR YEARS ON: WHAT’S LEFT FOR WOMEN UNDER TALIBAN RULE? 
Time: 22:31 
Duration: 1:46 
Synopsis: Since the Taliban’s return, Afghan women have vanished from public life—barred from school, work, and many public 
places. As individual rights and economic prosperity continue to erode, many Afghans are living in a homeland that no longer feels 
like home. 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Discrimination, Economy, Equality, Gender Equity, Religion, Women's Rights 
 
CULTURE CRASH: JAMES GUNN’S SUPERMAN: THE HERO THE DC UNIVERSE DESPERATELY NEEDS 
Time: 24:17 
Duration: 2:11 
Synopsis: Warner Bros. and DC Comics have handed James Gunn the keys to Superman. Will it be a success? 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Culture, Film, Revenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Wildfire-Days/Kelly-Ramsey/9781668031476
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2025-05-31/la-wildfire-victims-uncertain-about-returning-to-their-burned-neighborhoods-rebuild-altadena-palisades
https://www.vox.com/climate/24111549/wildfire-risk-increasing-everywhere-us-east-south
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/california-wildfires-los-angeles-fire-chief-budget-cuts/
https://www.instagram.com/kellylynnramsey/?hl=en
https://its.law.nyu.edu/facultyprofiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=profile.overview&personid=47170
https://www.instagram.com/deborahnarcher/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/aclu_nationwide/?hl=en
https://www.archdaily.com/1022579/the-rose-kennedy-greenway-how-boston-unpaved-its-way-to-a-greener-city-center
https://www.detroithistorical.org/learn/online-research/encyclopedia-of-detroit/black-bottom-neighborhood
https://www.amazon.com/Dividing-Lines-Transportation-Infrastructure-Reinforces/dp/1324092130
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Program 25-28 
Air Week: 7/13/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: WHY ARE ALL MAJOR U.S. CITIES SINKING? 
Time: 1:47 
Duration: 9:08 
Synopsis: Across the U.S. and around the world, major cities are slowly sinking. This phenomenon—called land subsidence—is 
driven by groundwater overuse, rapid urban development and is intensified by climate change. In this segment, experts Tom 
Parsons and Pietro Teatini break down what’s causing the ground to drop, why it’s happening faster in some places than others, 
and what can be done to slow or manage the damage before it’s too late. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri, Grace Galante 
Guests: Pietro Teatini, Professor of Hydrology and Hydraulic Construction, University of Padua; Chair, UNESCO International 
Initiative on Land Subsidence; Tom Parsons, Research Geophysicist, United States Geological Survey. 
Compliancy issues: Architecture, Climate Change, Geography, Global Issues, Infrastructure, Public Safety, Scientific Research, 
Urban Planning 
Links for more info: 
Land subsidence threatens infrastructure in US cities | Nature Cities 
Tom Parsons | U.S. Geological Survey 
Instagram: US Geological Survey   
PIETRO TEATINI Home Page 
33.8 Million People in the United States Live on Sinking Land - Eos 
Article: Land Subsidence Dynamics 
 
SEGMENT 2: WHY MORE RETIREES ARE CHOOSING THIS OPTION 
Time: 12:53 
Duration: 8:37 
Synopsis: As inflation and housing costs rise across the U.S., a growing number of retirees are looking beyond the border for a 
more affordable lifestyle. We speak with a couple enjoying their retirement in Ecuador, and a longtime expat who made the move 
more than two decades ago. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Polly Hansen 
Guests: Holly and Mark Deckard, retired couple living in Ecuador; David Morrill, expat living in Ecuador 
Compliancy issues: Affordability, Aging, Cultural Adaptation, Culture, Discrimination, Economy, Inflation, International Travel, 
Personal Finance, Public Safety, Retirement 
Links for more info: 
Article: Boomers Are Leaving America to Retire Abroad 
Retirement | Travel.State.gov 
Retiring Abroad? Make Plans for Handling Your Money 
10 best countries for Americans to retire abroad: 2025 guide - Wise  
Instagram: Holly Deckard  
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: NEW QUESTIONS EMERGE AROUND SPACEX AND NASA’S MISSION TO MARS 
Time: 22:30 
Duration: 1:42 
Synopsis: We cover the scientific research that’s shedding some doubt on future human missions to the far away planet. 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Aging, Business, Engineering, Health, Science, Scientific Research, Space Travel 
 
CULTURE CRASH: YES, “THE BEAR” IS STILL THAT GOOD 
Time: 24:12 
Duration: 2:15 
Synopsis: We offer our review of the latest season of the hit show. 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Culture, TV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.nature.com/articles/s44284-025-00241-x
https://www.usgs.gov/staff-profiles/tom-parsons
https://www.instagram.com/usgs/?hl=en
https://www.dmsa.unipd.it/~teatini/
https://eos.org/articles/33-8-million-people-in-the-united-states-live-on-sinking-land
https://egusphere.copernicus.org/preprints/2025/egusphere-2025-336/
https://fortune.com/2024/07/07/americans-retire-abroad-cheap-healthcare-spain-europe/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/while-abroad/retirement-abroad.html
https://www.aarp.org/money/retirement/retiring-abroad-money-plans/
https://wise.com/us/blog/best-places-for-americans-to-retire
https://www.instagram.com/clayartbyholly/
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Program 25-29 
Air Week: 7/20/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: FROM SUNRISE TO LAST CALL: THE WOMEN BEHIND THE COUNTER 
Time: 1:47 
Duration: 7:51 
Synopsis: Diners are an American staple. It’s where you stop for a piece of pie and a cup of coffee from coast to coast. But small, 
mom and pop diners are slowly disappearing to larger chains. We uncover how old-school waitresses at these are key to 
communities and what it’s like being in this industry for 40, 50 or 60+ years. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri, Grace Galante 
Guests: Candacy Taylor, author, Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress. 
Compliancy issues: American Culture, Career, Community, Inflation, Restaurant Business, Small Businesses 
Links for more info: 
Book: Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress  
Instagram: Candidacy Taylor  
Where Will We Eat When the Middle-Class Restaurant Is Gone? 
Looking for a late-night meal? America's closed 
 
SEGMENT 2: WHERE KILLERS LURKED: THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST’S DEADLY HISTORY 
Time: 11:40 
Duration: 9:36 
Synopsis: In the 1970s and 80s, the serene beauty of the Pacific Northwest became the unlikely backdrop for some of America’s 
most notorious serial killers. Pulitzer Prize-winning author Caroline Fraser, who grew up near Ted Bundy’s hunting grounds, revisits 
this dark chapter to dig deeper into why this region became a hotspot for violent crime. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Polly Hansen 
Guests: Caroline Fraser, author, Murderland: Crime and Bloodlust in the Time of Serial Killers. 
Compliancy issues: American History, Culture, Death, Human Development, Literature, Psychology, Public Health 
Links for more info: 
Book: Murderland: Crime and Bloodlust in the Time of Serial Killers  
X: Caroline Fraser  
A Provocative Argument About What Creates Serial Killers - The Atlantic 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: CLOSING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE ONE CLASSROOM AT A TIME 
Time: 22:16 
Duration: 1:55 
Synopsis: Across America, millions of students in lower-income areas lack daily access to the internet and other software, leaving 
them behind in a digital-first world. We highlight Ed Farm - an innovative nonprofit that’s working to boost these communities. 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Artificial Intelligence (AI), Digital Equality, Education, Higher Education, Innovation, Job Readiness, Labor, 
Poverty, Public Utilities, Software Engineering, Technology 
 
CULTURE CRASH: ENJOY A GOOD SCARE? OUR TAKE ON “28 YEARS LATER” 
Time: 24:11 
Duration: 2:20 
Synopsis: We review the recent horror film, “28 Years Later”. For the past year, it’s been a highly anticipated release, but is the 
new movie overhyped or well deserving of the attention? 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Culture, Film 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00O08LDW2/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.instagram.com/candacytaylor/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/04/dining/middle-class-restaurant.html
https://www.cnn.com/2024/04/06/business/covid-crushed-24-hour-diners-theyre-slowly-coming-back
https://www.amazon.com/Murderland-Crime-Bloodlust-Serial-Killers/dp/0593657225
https://x.com/carolinefraser
https://www.theatlantic.com/books/archive/2025/06/murderland-fraser-serial-killers-lead-poisoning-smelters/683218/
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Program 25-30 
Air Week: 7/27/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: THE WELLNESS BOOM: HOPE, HYPE AND HARD TRUTHS 
Time: 1:47 
Duration: 7:04 
Synopsis: The wellness industry is booming, but how much is genuine, and how much is simply clever marketing? Journalist 
Hayley Krischer joins us to unpack the murky world of viral wellness trends and how millions have gotten sucked into this cycle of 
continuous buying. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Hayley Krischer, journalist, author, You Belong to Me. 
Compliancy issues: Beauty Industry, Consumerism, Influencer Marketing, Mental Health, Personal Finance, Psychology, Social 
Media, Technology, Wellness 
Links for more info: 
How Did Healing Ourselves Get So Exhausting? - The Atlantic 
Instagram: Hayley Krischer 
Book: You Belong to Me by Hayley Krischer 
Article: NIH Frontier In Public Health - The Dark Side Of Beauty  
 
SEGMENT 2: PRIVATE EQUITY 101: HOW TAKEOVERS ARE RESHAPING AMERICA 
Time: 10:53 
Duration: 9:36 
Synopsis: Private equity sounds like distant Wall Street jargon, but it’s reshaping the very fabric of daily American life from 
hospitals and pharmacies to brands that play a vital role in communities. This week - We cover how exactly a private equity firm 
works and the hidden drivers behind these corporate takeovers. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri, Polly Hansen 
Guests: Megan Greenwall, author, Bad Company, Private Equity and the Death of the American Dream; Richard Coffin, certified 
financial analyst, certified financial planner, YouTube creator, The Plain Bagel. 
Compliancy issues: Business, Community, Consumer Protections, Entrepreneurship, Finance, Government, Law, Private Equity 
Links for more info: 
X: Megan Greenwell  
Instagram: Megan Greenwell  
What Private Equity Firms Are and How They Operate 
YouTube Channel: The Plain Bagel 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: IS SOCIETY READY FOR FEWER BABIES? 
Time: 21:29 
Duration: 2:16 
Synopsis: Around the world, birth rates are plunging as young adults prioritize careers, grapple with rising living costs, and confront 
an uncertain future. As populations shrink, economies face tough questions about how to adapt to these changing trends. 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Aging, Culture, Economy, Global Populations, Inflation, Parenting 
 
CULTURE CRASH: FINALLY – A SUPERMAN WORTH BELIEVING IN 
Time: 23:45 
Duration: 2:42 
Synopsis: After a decade of misfires, DC’s latest Superman reboot, directed by James Gunn, delivers a hopeful, heroic take on 
Clark Kent. We review the latest Superman film now in theatres. 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Culture, Film 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/archive/2022/10/goop-wellness-culture-self-care-parenting/671699/
https://www.instagram.com/hayleykrischer/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/737919/you-belong-to-me-by-hayley-krischer/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11381309/
https://x.com/megreenwell?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/megreenwell/?hl=en
https://www.propublica.org/article/what-is-private-equity
https://www.youtube.com/c/ThePlainBagel/about?reload=9
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Program 25-31 
Air Week: 8/3/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: THE LIVING NIGHT: UNCOVERING NATURE’S HIDDEN THIRD SHIFT 
Time: 1:47 
Duration: 6:32 
Synopsis: While towns and cities sleep, a bustling animal world emerges. This week – we explore the hidden nighttime lives of 
urban wildlife - from foxes in Berlin to possums in American backyards – and cover why it's essential to appreciate and protect these 
often-unseen creatures that we share our world with. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Polly Hansen 
Guests: Sophia Kimmig, researcher, Leibniz Institute, author, Living Night: On the Secret Wonders of Wildlife After Dark. 
Compliancy issues: Biodiversity, Career, Endangered Species, Human Development, Research, Science, Wildlife Conservation 
Links for more info: 
Instagram: Sophia Kimmig  
Book: Living Night: On the Secret Wonders of Wildlife After Dark  
A hunt for urban wildlife around Boston and cities worldwide | WBUR News 
 
SEGMENT 2: STRINGS ATTACHED: THE INEQUITIES STILL SHAPING CLASSICAL MUSIC TODAY 
Time: 10:21 
Duration: 11:01 
Synopsis: Despite big efforts in recent years to boost diversity in classical music, the genre is still exceedingly difficult to break into. 
According to an industry wide study conducted last year by the League of American Orchestras, African Americans made up just 2 
percent of professional orchestras nationwide. Violinist and educator Brendan Slocumb and activist Afa Dworkin discuss what's 
holding the industry back and how improved early access music programs in public schools are vital to creating opportunity for 
historically excluded populations. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Brendan Slocumb, professional violinist, music educator; Afa Dworkin, president, artistic director, The Sphinx. 
Compliancy issues: Career, Classical Music, Culture, Diversity, Equal Opportunity, Music Education, Race 
Links for more info: 
Sphinx Organization 
Bio — Brendan Slocumb 
Instagram: Brendan Slocumb  
X: Brendan Slocumb 
Instagram: Afa Sadykhly Dworkin 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: ANCIENT GENES, MODERN LABS: THE QUEST TO REVIVE THESE SPECIES 
Time: 22:22 
Duration: 1:55 
Synopsis: Scientists are bringing extinct species back to life using cutting-edge genetic engineering, but is resurrecting ancient 
animals a fascinating innovation or a dangerous human disruption of nature? 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Animal Science, Genetic Modification, Genetics, Prehistoric Animals, Research 
 
CULTURE CRASH: WHY “SUCCESSION” WILL ALWAYS BE A GREAT REWATCH 
Time: 24:17 
Duration: 2:10 
Synopsis: We review the hit HBO show, “Succession” and why this dramatic masterpiece spanning four seasons is worth watching 
more than once. 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Culture, TV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.instagram.com/sophiadiebiologin/?hl=en
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Night-Secret-Wonders-Wildlife/dp/1891011936
https://www.wbur.org/news/2025/05/01/brandeis-urban-species-city-nature-challenge
https://www.sphinxmusic.org/
https://www.brendanslocumb.com/about-me
https://www.instagram.com/Brendanslocumb
https://x.com/Brendan_slocumb
https://www.instagram.com/afadworkin/?hl=en
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Program 25-32 
Air Week: 8/10/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: FLASH FLOODS: HOW TO RECOGNIZE, REACT AND SURVIVE 
Time: 1:47 
Duration: 8:00 
Synopsis: Last month’s catastrophic flood in Texas killed over 130 people - a tragedy that experts say could have been prevented 
with improved physical warning systems and regulated land use. We break down the underestimated danger of flash flooding and 
what you need to know to survive if you're ever caught in rising water. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Creek Stewart, disaster & emergency preparedness instructor. 
Compliancy issues: Climate Change, Extreme Weather, Government, Natural Disasters, Outdoor Survival, Politics, Public Safety, 
Technology 
Links for more info: 
Severe Weather 101: Flood Basics 
Creek Stewart 
Instagram: Creek Stewart  
Flood Maps | FEMA.gov 
Wireless Emergency Alerts | FEMA.gov 
 
SEGMENT 2: FROM SOFT POWER TO SILENCE: THE COLLAPSE OF USAID 
Time: 11:49 
Duration: 9:22 
Synopsis: After more than 60 years of global humanitarian work, the U.S. Agency for International Development has been quietly 
dismantled, leaving a massive void in aid efforts around the world. This week, we explore what led to the closure, the political forces 
behind it and why experts warn the ripple effects both at home and abroad could be devastating. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Grace Galante 
Guests: George Ingram, senior fellow, global economy and development, Brookings Institution & former deputy assistant 
administrator, U.S. Agency for International Development; Jonathan Katz, senior director, Anti-corruption, Democracy & Security 
Project, Brookings Institution, former deputy assistant administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, U.S. Agency for International 
Development. 
Compliancy issues: Global Health, Government, Health, Humanitarian Aid, International Issues, International Relations, Politics, 
Poverty 
Links for more info: 
George Ingram | Brookings 
I Worked at U.S.A.I.D. for Over 8 Years. This Is Our Biggest Failure. 
Jonathan Katz | Brookings 
X: Jonathan Katz  
X: George M. Ingram 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: WHY IT’S GETTING HARDER TO JUST HANG OUT 
Time: 22:11 
Duration: 1:48 
Synopsis: Third spaces like libraries and parks are disappearing, and with them, the everyday connections that reduce social 
isolation. It’s a quiet shift with wide-reaching effects on health, equity, and daily life in the U.S. 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Communication, Community, Health, Mental Health, Psychology, Public Health, Society 
 
CULTURE CRASH: FROM KUROSAWA REMAKES TO STEPHEN KING REVIVALS: THE FALL FILM LINEUP 
Time: 23:59 
Duration: 2:27 
Synopsis: Fall 2025 is shaping up to be a goldmine for film lovers, with new releases from top directors like Spike Lee, Kathryn 
Bigelow, Paul Thomas Anderson, and the Safdie brothers. We preview the most anticipated movies of 2025 still to come. 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Culture, Film 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.nssl.noaa.gov/education/svrwx101/floods/
https://www.creekstewart.com/
https://www.instagram.com/creekstewart/
https://www.fema.gov/flood-maps
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/practitioners/integrated-public-alert-warning-system/public/wireless-emergency-alerts
https://www.brookings.edu/people/george-ingram/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/29/opinion/usaid-ending.html
https://www.brookings.edu/people/jonathan-katz/
https://x.com/JonDKatz
https://x.com/gmingramiv?lang=en
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Program 25-33 
Air Week: 8/18/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: LONELIER BY DESIGN: THE QUIET DECLINE OF COMMUNITY SPACES 
Time: 1:48 
Duration: 9:28 
Synopsis: Are you familiar with the term, ‘third place’? These are the local cafes, diners, public parks, park district centers and 
other places that foster connection and feel accessible and welcoming. Many of us take these areas, and the benefit they bring, for 
granted. Yet, for many, especially senior citizens and low-income individuals, these spots are a lifeline. Sadly, these places are 
disappearing across the country as prices rise and people shift their habits. We cover the importance of these hubs and the broad-
ranging health impacts and consequences without them. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Dr. Jessica Finlay, health geographer, assistant professor, Department of Geography, Institute of Behavioral Science, 
University of Colorado – Boulder. 
Compliancy issues: Aging, Communication, Community, Economy, Government, Health, Mental Health, Personal Finance, Public 
Health, Public Resources, Relationships, Society 
Links for more info: 
Jessica Finlay | Geography | University of Colorado Boulder 
Department of Instagram: Geography, CU Boulder  
Where Have All the ‘Third Places’ Gone? - The New York Times 
What Is A Third Place? And How To Find One 
 
SEGMENT 2: THE FOOLPROOF WAY TO FIND JOY IN COOKING AGAIN 
Time: 13:15 
Duration: 8:04 
Synopsis: Most people would agree that eating out and staying in are two very different experiences. Chef and cookbook author 
Alison Roman explains that being able to have people over and cooking for people you love provides a different way to spend your 
time and money. We speak with Roman about how to simplify this process, choose recipes that lead you to success and don’t leave 
you confused and overwhelmed. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Alison Roman, chef, American food writer, author, Nothing Fancy: Unfussy Food for Having People Over & Sweet Enough: 
A Dessert Cookbook. 
Compliancy issues: Cooking, Health, Home Economics, Life Skills, Literature, Nutrition, Organization, Personal Finance 
Links for more info: 
Book: Sweet Enough Baking by Alison Roman  
Book: Nothing Fancy: Unfussy Food for Having People Over 
Article: I’m a Dietitian Who Got Burned Out by Cooking 
All the books bringing us joy in the kitchen this spring - Los Angeles Times 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: THE LIFESAVING TIP THAT COULD SAVE YOU IN THIS EMERGENCY 
Time: 22:19 
Duration: 2:11 
Synopsis: We cover this invisible danger in the water – and what you should (and shouldn’t) do if you find yourself quickly getting 
pulled into this situation. 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Beach Safety, Health, Outdoor Survival, Parenting, Public Health, Society, Swimming Safety 
 

CULTURE CRASH: PARAMORE’S HAYLEY WILLIAMS IS BACK WITH NEW MUSIC 
Time: 24:30 
Duration: 1:58 
Synopsis: We review the newest album by Paramore’s frontwoman Hayley Williams. Paramore may be an early 2000’s millennial 
throwback, but Williams keeps it fresh and unexpected with this latest drop. 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Culture, Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.colorado.edu/geography/jessica-finlay
https://www.instagram.com/cu.geography/?hl=en
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/28/business/third-place-meaning-starbucks.html
https://www.thegoodtrade.com/features/third-place-community-spaces/
https://www.amazon.com/Sweet-Enough-Baking-Alison-Roman/dp/1984826395
https://www.amazon.com/Nothing-Fancy-Unfussy-Having-People/dp/0451497015
https://www.self.com/story/healing-cooking-burnout
https://www.latimes.com/food/story/2025-04-14/joy-of-best-cookbooks-spring-2025
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Program 25-34 
Air Week: 8/24/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: PART 1: BEYOND LESSON PLANS: HOW TEACHERS NAVIGATE TECH, BULLYING & A LACK OF 
CONNECTION IN THE CLASSROOM 
Time: 1:47 
Duration: 8:25 
Synopsis: A new school year is underway, and teachers aren’t just juggling lesson plans, but are navigating a maze of social media 
drama, tech distractions, and the emotional needs of their many students. This week, in part one of this two-part story, two 
educators join us to share how they’re navigating the often-invisible challenges that follow kids into the classroom. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Lindsay, fourth grade elementary school teacher, Chicago suburbs; Kathleen Corley, principal, Red Cedar Elementary, 
Bluffton, South Carolina. 
Compliancy issues: Bullying, Burnout, Career, Child Development, Education, Education Policy, Mental Health, Parenting, Social 
Media, Technology, Youth Mental Health 
Links for more info: 
Book: The Magical Place We Call School 
Article: Addressing Teacher Shortages: Insights From Four States 
Why wait? — Wait Until 8th 
Kids And Social Media: Screen Time Resource Guide for Parents 
 
SEGMENT 2: POP’S POWER SHIFT: FROM MADONNA TO TAYLOR SWIFT, CHAPPELL ROAN AND OLIVIA RODRIGO 
Time: 12:14 
Duration: 8:58 
Synopsis: Earlier this month, the online announcement of Taylor Swift’s twelfth studio album, “The Life of a Showgirl” almost 
crashed YouTube because millions of Swifties flooded the platform. This week – We cover how female pop stardom has reached 
record new heights and how early female pop stars like Madonna paved the way for future musicians in this genre. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Jennifer Keishin Armstrong, historian, pop culture expert, author, Pop Star Goddesses. 
Compliancy issues: Arts, Business, Career, Culture, Gender, Global Culture, History, Music, Women in Music, Women’s Rights 
Links for more info: 
Book: Pop Star Goddesses by Jennifer Keishin Armstrong 
Article: Page Six Exclusive - Taylor Swift celebrates 'The Life of a Showgirl'  
What is it about Chappell Roan? 
Instagram: Jennifer Keishin Armstrong 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: THE RACE TO IMPROVE CANCER SCREENING AND DETECTION 
Time: 22:12 
Duration: 1:53 
Synopsis: Researchers are utilizing the latest in artificial intelligence to see if it could be a key partner in helping to improve the 
speed, accuracy, and reliability of catching cancer early. 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Artificial Intelligence, Disease, Health Innovation, Medicine, Public Health, Research, Technology 
 

CULTURE CRASH: “BARBARIAN” FILM DIRECTOR ZACH CREGGER DOES IT AGAIN WITH "WEAPONS" 
Time: 24:05 
Duration: 2:21 
Synopsis: We review the new horror film, “Weapons” directed by Zach Cregger and starring Ozark alum Julia Garner, 
Oppenheimer standout Aldren Ehrenreich and Academy Award nominee Josh Brolin. 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Culture, Film 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/163763224X?tag=simonsayscom
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/blog/addressing-teacher-shortages-insights-four-states
https://www.waituntil8th.org/why-wait
https://www.today.com/parents/teens/kids-screens-resource-guide-parent-rcna121140
https://www.amazon.com/Pop-Star-Goddesses-Energies-Invoke/dp/0062943693
https://pagesix.com/2025/08/14/celebrity-news/taylor-swift-celebrates-the-life-of-a-showgirl-and-breaking-the-internet-with-pals-in-nyc/
http://npr.org/2024/07/25/g-s1-13100/why-chappell-roan-is-the-perfect-pop-star-for-our-anxious-music-industry
https://www.instagram.com/jmkarmstrong/?hl=en
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Program 25-35 
Air Week: 8/31/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: PART 2: BEYOND LESSON PLANS: BALANCING DELAYS & HIGHLIGHTING PROGRESS 
Time: 1:47 
Duration: 6:47 
Synopsis: Teaching today means far more than covering math problems and reading lists. It’s managing the ripple effects of the 
pandemic, lingering academic delays, and the daily pressures kids bring with them. Alongside the frustrations are signs of progress, 
as schools adapt with new resources and evolving approaches. In part two of this story, we cover how teachers are finding the silver 
lining in these challenges and what are some key focuses heading into this school year. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Lindsay, fourth grade elementary school teacher, Chicago suburbs; Kathleen Corley, principal, Red Cedar Elementary, 
Bluffton, South Carolina. 
Compliancy issues: Burnout, Career, Child Development, Education, Education Policy, Mental Health, Pandemic, Parenting, 
Public Health, Technology, Youth Mental Health 
Links for more info: 
Book: The Magical Place We Call School by Kathleen Corley We Call School 
They were babies and toddlers when the pandemic hit. At school, some still struggle. 
Is Student Behavior Getting Any Better? What a New Survey Says 
 
SEGMENT 2: THE HIDDEN HOUSING CRISIS FOR AMERICA’S SENIORS 
Time: 10:37 
Duration: 10:45 
Synopsis: For millions of older Americans, the dream of aging in place is colliding with the reality of inaccessible and unaffordable 
housing. Retrofitting homes is often out of reach financially, downsizing isn’t the easy fix it appears to be, and without these 
changes, independence and safety become harder to hold onto in later life. We cover this quiet crisis and what resources are 
available to take proactive steps early on. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Jennifer Molinsky, Director of the Housing and Aging Society Program, Harvard University’s Joint Center for Housing 
Studies; Lisa Sundahl Platt, Assistant Professor, Interior Design, College of Design, Construction, and Planning, University of 
Florida 
Compliancy issues: Affordable Housing, Aging, Construction, Housing, Inflation, Personal Finance, Public Health, Public 
Resources, Public Safety, Real Estate, Renovation, Retirement 
Links for more info: 
Lisa Platt | UF College of Design, Construction and Planning 
Jennifer Molinsky | Joint Center for Housing Studies 
Instagram: Harvard Graduate School of Design  
High Housing Costs Affecting 1 in 3 Older Households 
Aging in Place with Habitat for Humanity  
National Directory - USC Home Modification 
13 Best Smart Home Devices to Help Aging in Place in 2025 | Reviews by Wirecutter 
The opportunity to innovate in senior housing 
The most effective aging-in-place renovations, according to experts and retirees 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: WHY ARE SO FEW WOMEN IN THIS INDUSTRY? 
Time: 22:22 
Duration: 1:31 
Synopsis: Just 12 percent of police officers are women and only 3 percent are in leadership positions in America. We cover one 
initiative that’s focused on driving more women into this public-facing sector. 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Career, Community Relations, Discrimination, Gender, Law Enforcement, Public Safety, Society 
 

CULTURE CRASH: THE MAGIC OF FILM: WHY 70MM SCREENINGS OUTSHINE DIGITAL 
Time: 23:53 
Duration: 2:34 
Synopsis: While digital dominates the box office and on streaming platforms, the texture and scale of 70mm film screenings 
continue to drive movie lovers to the theater. We cover this art form and why we’re a fan. 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Culture, Film 
 
 
 
  

https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/163763224X?tag=simonsayscom
https://www.chalkbeat.org/colorado/2024/09/05/pandemic-delays-in-young-children-hit-in-preschool-kindergarten/
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/is-student-behavior-getting-any-better-what-a-new-survey-says/2025/01
https://dcp.ufl.edu/faculties/lisa-platt/
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/staff/jennifer-molinsky
https://www.instagram.com/harvardgsd/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/DNf7pQBoYEk/
https://www.habitat.org/our-work/aging-in-place
https://homemods.org/national-directory/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/smart-home-for-seniors/
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/real-estate/our-insights/the-opportunity-to-innovate-in-senior-housing
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/the-most-effective-aging-in-place-renovations-according-to-experts-and-retirees/
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Program 25-36 
Air Week: 9/7/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: THE SECRET INGREDIENT TO BETTER CONFIDENCE & CONNECTION 
Time: 1:47 
Duration: 8:41 
Synopsis: Improv isn’t just comedy. It’s a crash course in listening, adaptability, and connection. Comedian and author Max Dickins 
shares how stepping into the unscripted can boost confidence and reshape the way we interact, from the stage to the office to 
everyday life. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Max Dickins, comedian, author, Improvise! Use the Secrets of Improv to Achieve Extraordinary Results at Work. 
Compliancy issues: Career, Communication, Entertainment, Hobbies, Mental Health, Relationships, Self-Growth 
Links for more info: 
Instagram: Max Dickins  
Article: NY Times - How Improv Comedians Make a Living Teaching Corporate Workshops  
7 Research-Backed Benefits of Improv Comedy | Psychology Today 
The Benefits Of Improv: Why Laughter Is Good For Business 
 
SEGMENT 2: ARCTIC STORY – CHARTING THE UNKNOWN: FROM BARENTS’ EXPEDITIONS TO THE MODERN ARCTIC 
MELTDOWN 
Time: 12:30 
Duration: 8:18 
Synopsis: Four hundred years after explorer William Barents braved the Arctic’s icy unknown, journalist Andrea Pitzer retraces this 
same path across a region that’s now vanishing at record speed. The story of survival and discovery collides with today’s rapid melt, 
offering us a glimpse of what lies ahead if we continue on this same path. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Andrea Pitzer, journalist, author, Icebound: Shipwrecked at the Edge of the World 
Compliancy issues: Adventure, Climate Change, Exploration, Global Issues, History, Science, Travel 
Links for more info: 
Book: Icebound - Shipwrecked at the Edge of the World by Andrea Pitzer 
Quick facts About Arctic Weather and Climate | National Snow and Ice Data Center 
2024 Arctic Report Card documents rapid, dramatic change | NOAA Climate.gov 
Willem Barents | Arctic explorer, Arctic voyages | Britannica 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: WHAT IF WE NEVER NEEDED DENTURES OR IMPLANTS AGAIN? 
Time: 21:48 
Duration: 2:09 
Synopsis: It sounds like science fiction, but researchers in Japan are testing a treatment that could make your teeth grow back. We 
cover the first human trial that’s now underway. 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Aging, Animal Testing, Dentistry, Innovation, Medicine, Research, Science 
 
CULTURE CRASH: FROM “SUPERMAN” TO “PEACEMAKER”: JAMES GUNN’S NEW DCU TAKES SHAPE 
Time: 23:57 
Duration: 2:30 
Synopsis: With “Superman” launching the new DCU, “Peacemaker” season two cements its place in the universe. We cover the 
return of the hit HBO Max series. 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Culture, TV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.instagram.com/maxdickinswrites/?hl=en
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/25/business/corporate-improv-comedians.html
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/play-your-way-sane/202303/7-research-backed-benefits-of-improv-comedy
https://www.forbes.com/councils/forbesbusinesscouncil/2023/07/06/the-benefits-of-improv-why-laughter-is-good-for-business/
https://www.amazon.com/Icebound-Shipwrecked-at-Edge-World/dp/1797120697
https://nsidc.org/learn/parts-cryosphere/arctic-weather-and-climate/quick-facts-about-arctic-weather-and-climate
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/understanding-climate/2024-arctic-report-card-documents-rapid-dramatic-change
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Willem-Barents
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Program 25-37 
Air Week: 9/14/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: REDRAWING THE RULES: WHY THE RECENT CASE OF GERRYMANDERING IN TEXAS STANDS OUT 
Time: 1:47 
Duration: 8:49 
Synopsis: Texas’ latest push to redraw political districts has sparked national debate over the boundaries of fair representation. 
With maps shifting political power and lawsuits mounting, political experts warn how this maneuver could set a dangerous precedent 
that reshapes elections and weakens voter influence. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Omar Noureldin, Senior Vice President, Policy and Litigation, Common Cause; Bruce Spiva, Senior Vice President, 
Campaign Legal Center 
Compliancy issues: Democracy, Government, History, Local Government, Midterm Elections, Politics, Voting Rights 
Links for more info: 
Article: Explainer - Understanding the mid-decade redistricting push in Texas 
Campaign Legal Center 
Bruce Spiva | Campaign Legal Center 
About Common Cause 
Omar Noureldin - Common Cause 
‘Deranged obsession’: Newsom hit with lawsuit over ‘retaliatory’ California redistricting push 
Why California and Texas are at the center of a redistricting battle  
Lawmakers redrew Texas’ congressional districts. See how yours changed. 
 
SEGMENT 2: PART 1: FOOD INSECURITY IN THE U.S.: ONE TEEN’S STORY & ONE EXPERT’S WARNING 
Time: 12:36 
Duration: 8:24 
Synopsis: Sustained higher grocery costs and shrinking safety nets are pushing more Americans into food insecurity. Through the 
story of Nevada high schooler Veronique Valdez and analysis from United Nations food policy expert Jean-Martin Bauer, we cover 
how hunger is reshaping daily life for millions of individuals and families and the crucial role of community resources and nonprofits 
in fighting hunger. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Veronique Valdez, high school student, Boys and Girls Club of Southern Nevada; Jean-Martin Bauer, Director of Food 
Security and Nutrition Analysis, United Nations World Food Program, author, The New Breadline: Hunger and Hope in the 21st 
Century 
Compliancy issues: Community, Community Health, Food Insecurity, Government Assistance, Inflation, Mental Health, Nutrition, 
Poverty, Public Resources, Single Parenting, Societal Issues 
Links for more info: 
Instagram: Boys & Girls Clubs of Southern Nevada 
5 facts about food costs in America | Pew Research Center 
Hunger in America: Causes, Stats, and How to Help | Feeding America 
Food Security in the U.S. - Key Statistics & Graphics | Economic Research Service 
Book: The New Breadline by Jean-Martin Bauer 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: THE GENERATIONAL BREAKUP WITH ALCOHOL 
Time: 22:00 
Duration: 1:57 
Synopsis: Fewer Americans are drinking, and young adults are driving this trend. Health concerns, wellness trends, and new 
alcohol-free spaces are shifting habits and redefining what socializing looks like today 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Alcohol Consumption, Drug Use, Health, Public Health, Relationships, Societal Trends, Wellness, Youth 
Issues 
 
CULTURE CRASH: JESSICA CHASTAIN, VINCE GILLIGAN, AND WHY APPLETV+ IS DOUBLING DOWN 
Time: 23:57 
Duration: 2:29 
Synopsis: For years, we’ve viewed AppleTV+ as a low-key streamer that’s produced some hits, but isn’t in the same category as 
Netflix as HBO Max. We cover its stacked upcoming lineup and what we’re most excited to watch as the weather turns cooler. 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Culture, Media, TV 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.hks.harvard.edu/faculty-research/policy-topics/politics/explainer-understanding-mid-decade-redistricting-push-texas
https://campaignlegal.org/
https://campaignlegal.org/staff/bruce-spiva
https://www.commoncause.org/about-us/
https://www.commoncause.org/people/omar-noureldin/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/deranged-obsession-newsom-hit-lawsuit-over-retaliatory-california-redistricting-push
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cdxydpr1zz2o
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/09/04/2025-texas-redistricting-maps/
https://www.instagram.com/bgcsnv/?hl=en
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/05/15/5-facts-about-food-costs-in-america/
https://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition-assistance/food-security-in-the-us/key-statistics-graphics
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/697093/the-new-breadline-by-jean-martin-bauer/
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Program 25-38 
Air Week: 9/21/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: GRIEF’S HIDDEN IMPACT ON THE YOUNGEST AMONG US 
Time: 1:48 
Duration: 6:38 
Synopsis: Grief in children doesn’t always look like sadness and can present even months or years after a big loss. Child therapist 
Natasha Daniels shares both her professional insights and personal story of loss, highlighting the challenges families face in finding 
the right care and working through these emotions. 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Natasha Daniels, child therapist. 
Compliancy issues: Child Development, Grief, Loss, Mental Health, Parenting, Psychology, Public Health 
Links for more info: 
The Grief Rock: A Book to Understand Grief and Love 
Instagram: Natasha Daniels | Child OCD Support | Child Anxiety Support  
Helping Children Deal With Grief | Child Mind Institute  
Nurturing children through grief, with help from Elmo and his cousin, Jesse 
National Alliance for Children's Grief 
Willow House  
Billy's Place  
Coalition to Support Grieving Students 
 
SEGMENT 2: PART 2: FOOD INSECURITY IN THE U.S: HOW LOCAL PANTRIES AND NATIONAL POLICY WORK IN 
TANDEM 
Time: 10:28 
Duration: 10:09 
Synopsis: Across the U.S., food pantries and nonprofits are stretched thin as more families fall into the “working poor” category, 
earning just above the poverty line yet unable to make ends meet. Stephanie Hoopes of United for ALICE and Camerin Mattson of 
the Greater Chicago Food Depository explain how local support systems and federal programs like SNAP intersect to feed the many 
millions of Americans in need. 
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Stephanie Hoopes, national director, United for ALICE; Camerin Mattson, communications manager, Greater Chicago 
Food Depository 
Compliancy issues: Career, Critical Thinking, Education, Education Policy, Literature, Reading Comprehension, Social Media, 
Standardized Testing, Technology, Youth Issues 
Links for more info: 
Chicago Food & Support 
Food assistance | USAGov 
Food Assistance Programs | Nutrition.gov 
Find Your Local Food Bank | Feeding America 
FNS Nutrition Programs 
Meet ALICE | UnitedForALICE 
National Overview | UnitedForALICE 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: WHY ARE TEEN READING SCORES AT A 30-YEAR-LOW? 
Time: 21:37 
Duration: 2:38 
Synopsis: High school reading scores have dropped to their lowest level in decades, with absenteeism and screen time fueling the 
decline. We cover how some states are tackling the problem with early literacy reforms and teacher training. 
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Career, Critical Thinking, Education, Education Policy, Literature, Reading Comprehension, Social Media, 
Standardized Testing, Technology, Youth Issues 
 
CULTURE CRASH: WHAT SABRINA CARPENTER LEARNED FROM JACK ANTONOFF 
Time: 24:15 
Duration: 2:12 
Synopsis: From disco shimmer to rock swagger, singer Sabrina Carpenter’s new album shows just how far her sound can stretch. 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook  
Compliancy issues: Culture, Media, Music 
 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Grief-Rock-Book-Understand-Love/dp/1839974397
https://www.instagram.com/childocdtherapist/
https://childmind.org/article/helping-children-deal-grief/
https://www.apa.org/topics/grief/nurturing-children-grief
https://nacg.org/?srsltid=AfmBOopkzFV1URZM6UcNcOLRbte1A5sz4Nqq2csNtzfUMYoMX3cAUPDy
https://willowhouse.org/
https://billysplace.me/
https://grievingstudents.org/
https://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/get-help/
https://www.usa.gov/food-help
https://www.nutrition.gov/topics/food-security-and-access/food-assistance-programs
https://www.feedingamerica.org/find-your-local-foodbank
https://www.fns.usda.gov/programs
https://www.unitedforalice.org/meet-alice
https://www.unitedforalice.org/national-overview#4.5/36.316/-95.842


 

14 
Viewpoints Radio is a registered trademark of American Urban Radio Networks 

Contents Copyright 2025 by AURN. 24 E Washington St Suite 875, Chicago, IL 60602 / 312-900-0219 

Viewpoints Radio Program Log 
Quarterly Report / 2025-Q3 (July – Sept.) 

Program 25-39 
Air Week: 9/28/2025 
Executive Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Production Manager: Jason Dickey 
 
SEGMENT 1: HURRICANES IN A WARMING WORLD 
Time: 1:47 
Duration: 10:04 
Synopsis: Twenty years after Hurricane Katrina, scientists warn that climate change is fueling stronger, more destructive storms. 
Climate experts Daniel Gilford and Jeff Schlegelmilch explain why hurricanes are intensifying, how building codes and resiliency 
efforts fall short in the U.S., and what controversial strategies could mean for millions of residents living in coastal regions 
Host: Gary Price 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Daniel Gilford, climate & atmospheric scientist, meteorologist, Climate Centra; Jeff Schlegelmilch, director, National Center 
for Disaster Preparedness, Columbia Climate School, Columbia University 
Compliancy issues: Climate Change, Extreme Weather, Public Safety, Weather, Meteorology, Climate Science, Housing, 
Insurance 
Links for more info: 
Daniel Gilford - Climate Scientist 
Instagram: Daniel Gilford, Ph.D.  
Instagram: Climate Central 
Instagram: Columbia Climate School 
Jeffrey Schlegelmilch - Staff Profiles - Columbia Climate School 
 
SEGMENT 2: KEEPING LOVE ALIVE: WHAT EVERY COUPLE NEEDS TO KNOW 
Time: 13:53 
Duration: 6:38 
Synopsis: Love may spark a marriage but keeping it alive takes continual effort. Psychologist Dr. Daphne de Marneffe explores 
why relationships feel so hard at times and how couples can improve their intimacy, connection and ability to face life’s challenges 
as a team.  
Host: Marty Peterson 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Guests: Dr. Daphne de Marneffe, psychologist and marital expert 
Compliancy issues: Marriage, Relationships, Aging, Interpersonal Conflict, Psychology, Self-Help, Mental Health, Communication, 
Conflict Resolution 
Links for more info: 
Daphne de Marneffe, PhD 
3 Uncommon Lessons About Conflict That Can Save Your Marriage 
Managing Conflict in Relationships: 3 Essential Blueprints for Couples - The Gottman Institute 
Find a Couples Counseling Therapist 
 
VIEWPOINTS EXPLAINED: FROM RUPERT TO LACHLAN MURDOCH: THE FUTURE OF FOX AND BEYOND 
Time: 21:31 
Duration: 2:08 
Synopsis: After several years of speculation, media mogul Rupert Murdoch has handed control of his global empire to his eldest 
son Lachlan. As the company pivots toward streaming and sports while keeping its heavy political influence intact, questions remain 
about whether Lachlan can maintain the same growth and profit long-term.  
Host: Ebony McMorris 
Producer: Amirah Zaveri 
Compliancy issues: Media, Business, Politics, Wealth, Mass Media, , Culture, History, Public Opinion 
 
CULTURE CRASH: WHY “BREACH” PROVES THAT TWENTY ONE PILOTS STILL HAS IT 
Time: 23:39 
Duration: 2:49 
Synopsis: Twenty One Pilots’ latest album blends past and present, proving their anxious, anthemic style is still unmistakably their 
own. 
Host & Producer: Evan Rook 
Compliancy issues: Media, Music, Culture 

https://www.climatecentral.org/what-we-do/people/daniel-gilford
https://www.instagram.com/drfathergilford/
https://www.instagram.com/climatecentral/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/columbiaclimate/
https://people.climate.columbia.edu/users/profile/jeffrey-schlegelmilch
https://www.daphnedemarneffe.com/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/traversmark/2025/01/26/3-uncommon-lessons-about-conflict-that-can-save-your-marriage/
https://www.gottman.com/blog/managing-vs-resolving-conflict-relationships/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists?category=couples-counseling


WFXD for 3rd Quarter 2025

Current Events aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 07/20/25 and was discussed for 15 Minutes

The 8th Day: 

Big beautiful bill - Dramatic Tax Increases on those making under 30K annually, including 74.3% increase for 
those in 0-15K tax racket; 20.6% for those in 15K-30K Tax racket. 
FBI Director Kash Patel states the reason the Epstein list is not being release is because of who is on it; lames 
Republicans in the Senate; Epstein little lack book is in hands of FBI Donald Trump says he's Surprised Federal 
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell, who Trump Nominated, was put into office and remains in office; but then says it
was Biden that put him into office? When he nominated Powell, Trumps said it was an honor to do so. 
Pamela Bondii asked about reduced budgets for increased Infrastructure and Cyersecurity threats. Pamela 
Bondii admits the email sent to FBI was from her office, to have FBI agents account for daily activities was a 
mistake, likely a security risk, but she didn't know this was sent to all FBI agents. 

 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 2025

Jasmine Crockett 7 Trillion Additional Det, Marjorie Taylor Greene, and Pete Hegseth Testimony aired at: 
06:00:00 AM on 08/03/25 and was discussed for 15 Minutes

The 8th Day: 

Jasmine Crockett 7 Trillion Additional Det, Taylor Greene Directly Insults, and Pete Hegseth Testimony 

Miss Crockett's remarks highlight her frustration with her Republican colleagues, whom she accuses of 
hypocrisy regarding national debt and fiscal responsibility. She emphasizes that the rise in debt, largely 
attributed to former President Trump's administration, has been overlooked by those claiming to be the "heroes"
of the financial narrative. by referencing evidence of the significant debt increase during Trump's tenure, which 
amounted to nearly $8 trillion, she challenges the notion that the Republican party has maintained a fiscally 
responsible agenda.

Crockett further argues that Democrats are not opposed to government efficiency or balanced budgets, citing 
former President Clinton's administration as a successful example of fiscal responsibility. She expresses concern
over what she perceives as the Republican party's disregard for constitutional duties, particularly in delegating 
power to unelected officials. by framing this delegation as a potential threat to democratic principles, she 
emphasizes the importance of accountability and adherence to constitutional norms within government.

In conclusion, Crockett calls for her Republican colleagues to take responsibility. for their control over the 
government and to address the issues at hand without bypassing established processes. Her comments serve as a
reminder of the importance of ethical governance and the need for all parties to uphold their commitments to the
American public. She urges a collaborative effort to rectify the current financial challenges rather than 
deflecting lame onto others.
 
Marjorie Taylor Greene  
The exchange captured in this dialogue highlights a chaotic and confrontational meeting within a committee, 
primarily involving discussions about personal attacks and decorum among its members. Miss Green raises a 
question concerning the employment of Judge Maran's daughter by Democrats, which leads to a heated debate 



that deviates from the original agenda. The atmosphere escalates as members. begin to attack each other's 
appearances and behavior, demonstrating a breakdown in civility and respect during the proceedings.

Key points of contention include motions to strike certain remarks made by members., particularly those 
deemed offensive or inappropriate. The dialogue reflects a struggle for control and adherence to parliamentary 
procedure, as various members. attempt to address perceived infractions and defend their positions. The 
insistence on decorum and the request for apologies underscore the underlying tensions and disagreements 
within the committee, highlighting the challenges of maintaining order in a politically charged environment.

Ultimately, the discussion illustrates the difficulties faced by committees in managing conflict and ensuring 
productive dialogue. The frequent interruptions and objections signify a larger issue regarding communication 
and respect in political discourse. As members. grapple with procedural motions and personal grievances, the 
need for a more constructive and respectful approach to debate becomes increasingly apparent, suggesting that 
effective governance relies on cooperation and understanding among its members.

Pete Hegseth  
 Pete Hegseth, in his capacity as Secretary of Defense under the second Trump administration, testified at 
multiple congressional budget hearings. During these appearances, he faced contentious questioning from 
Democrats. 

Deployment to Los Angeles:  Hegseth was questioned over his decision to deploy troops to Los Angeles, a 
move many viewed as politically motivated.  
Strained Relationships:  Hegseth faced sharp criticism from Democrats, including heated exchanges during 
which he clashed with lawmakers over his answers and time limits for questions.  
order Deployments:  Hegseth defended the deployment of troops to the southern order to assist the Department 
of Homeland Security, claiming a dramatic decrease in illegal crossings. 

 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 2025

AOC & RFK Jr. on Commercial Health Care Fraud, Left Versus Right, and So On aired at: 06:30:00 AM on 
08/03/25 and was discussed for 15 Minutes

The 8th Day: 

   Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez Commercial Health Care Fraud 
 Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, and   Robert F. KennJr.    on Commercial Health Care Fraud, Left Versus Right, and 
So On 
For-profit insurance companies like UnitedHealthcare are defrauding taxpayers out of $80 billion a year.   HHS 
Secretary Kennedy claims he wants to "clean up corruption" while he is doubling taxpayer dollars to these 
companies.   That sounds like the real "waste, fraud, and abuse."  
Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. reveals his ignorance during a House Energy and 
Commerce Committee hearing while being questioned by Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez over 
healthcare fraud by UnitedHealthcare  

In a June 2025 House hearing, Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez questioned Health and Human 
Services (HHS) Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. on allegations of fraud at UnitedHealthcare and why his 



department increased payment rates for Medicare Advantage plans

The exchange focused on a Medicare Advantage rate increase and a federal investigation into the insurer.

Key points of Ocasio-Cortez's questioning 

Fraud allegations: Ocasio-Cortez cited reports that the Trump administration's Department of Justice was 
criminally investigating UnitedHealthcare, the country's largest health insurer, over potential fraud related to 
Medicare Advantage. Reports also alleged the company was deliberately endangering patients to maximize 
profits.

Medicare Advantage payment rates: Ocasio-Cortez noted that in April 2025, Kennedy's department increased 
Medicare Advantage payment rates by 5.06% for the 2026 fiscal year. This was more than double the 2.2% 
increase proposed under the previous administration. She claimed this would give for-profit insurers like 
UnitedHealthcare an additional $25 billion in taxpayer money.

Contradiction on waste, fraud, and abuse.: Ocasio-Cortez highlighted what she saw as a contradiction between 
Kennedy's stated commitment to "cleaning up corruption" and the large increase in payments to a company 
under federal investigation.

Kennedy's response 

Kennedy denied any awareness of the Department of Justice investigation into UnitedHealthcare, which 
prompted Ocasio-Cortez to point out that he oversees the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).
He later asked for clarification on the rate increase, asking, "How did I do that?".
He did state that he had divested himself of any financial conflicts of interest related to healthcare companies 
before entering public. service. 

 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 2025

President Trump - Remarks Aug 14 2025-parts 1 & 2 aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 08/17/25 and was discussed for 
15 Minutes

The 8th Day: 

President Trump

In a recent address, former President Donald Trump highlighted the 90th anniversary of the Social Security Act,
emphasizing his administration's commitment to strengthening Social Security. He praised the achievements of 
Frank isignano, the commissioner of the Social Security Administration, asserting that under his leadership, 
significant improvements have been made to the system. Trump framed Social Security as a crucial safety net 
for nearly 60 million American seniors, reiterating his pledge to protect and enhance the program, especially 
against what he perceives as detrimental actions from the Democrats.

Trump's remarks included a critique of the previous administration's management of Social Security, citing long
wait times for service and a growing backlog of disability claims. He claimed that these issues have been 



addressed under his administration, with improvements such as reduced call wait times and increased online 
access for seniors. The former president touted these accomplishments as evidence of effective governance, 
contrasting them with what he descried as a disastrous period under President Biden, during which he alleged 
that Social Security's integrity was compromised.

The address also touched on broader implications of Social Security reform, particularly the importance of 
maintaining the trust of seniors who rely on the program for their well-being. Trump argued that the stability of 
Social Security is essential not just for current beneficiaries but also for future generations. He underscored the 
need for responsible management of the program to prevent it from facing insolvency, a concern he claimed was
exacerbated by Democratic policies. This narrative aligns with a larger political strategy to rally support from 
older voters, a demographic crucial for electoral success.

Additionally, Trump's comments hinted at the political ramifications of Social Security policy in the upcoming 
elections. by framing his administration's efforts as a stark contrast to the Democrats', he aimed to position 
himself and his party as the defenders of seniors' rights. This strategy reflects broader themes in U.S. politics 
where entitlement programs are often leveraged to mobilize voter bases, particularly in times of economic 
uncertainty.

In conclusion, Trump's address served as both a celebration of Social Security's legacy and a campaign rallying 
cry, reinforcing his administration's dedication to reforming and protecting the program. by highlighting 
achievements under isignano's leadership and contrasting them with perceived failures of the Democrats, Trump
seeks to solidify his appeal among seniors and assert his party's commitment to social welfare programs. This 
framing not only aims to attract votes but also reaffirms the significance of Social Security in the national 
discourse surrounding economic stability and social safety nets.  

 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 2025

Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin Joint Press Conference In Alaska, August 15, 2025 aired at: 06:30:00 AM on 
08/17/25 and was discussed for 15 Minutes

The 8th Day: 

Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin Joint Press Conference In Alaska

The recent summit between Presidents Vladimir Putin and Donald Trump marks a significant moment in U.S.-
Russia relations, which have been strained for several years. The meeting took place in Alaska, a location that 
symbolizes the proximity and shared history between the two nations, especially through their past interactions 
during World War II. both leaders expressed gratitude for the opportunity to engage in direct dialogue, 
emphasizing the necessity of restoring communication after a long hiatus in high-level meetings. They 
acknowledged historical ties, including cooperation during wartime, and recognized their nations as close 
neighbors, separated only by a narrow strait.

The discussions highlighted the urgent need to address the deteriorating state of bilateral relations, which have 
plummeted to levels reminiscent of the Cold War. Putin and Trump both agree that moving from confrontation 
to constructive dialogue is essential for the benefit of both countries and global stability. They mentioned the 
importance of addressing critical issues, including the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, which remains a central 



point of contention. both leaders expressed their commitment to achieving a resolution and emphasized the need
to consider each nations security concerns to facilitate a lasting peace.

In the context of the Ukraine situation, Putin reiterated Russia's view of Ukraine as a brotherly nation and 
expressed a sincere desire to end the conflict. He underscored the importance of addressing the root causes of 
the conflict and ensuring that all parties involved, including Ukraine and European nations, engage 
constructively in the peace process. The leaders dialogue also hinted at a collaborative approach to security in 
Europe, with an understanding that mutual respect and recognition of national interests are vital to achieving 
stability.

beyond immediate political concerns, the summit also opened the door for potential economic cooperation 
between Russia and the U.S. both leaders noted a recent uptick in bilateral trade and expressed optimism about 
further collaboration in various sectors, including technology and space exploration. The meeting served as a 
reminder that, despite political differences, both countries possess substantial opportunities for mutual benefit in
trade and investment, which could foster a more positive relationship moving forward.

In conclusion, the summit between Presidents Putin and Trump represents a pivotal step in re-establishing 
dialogue and cooperation between the U.S. and Russia. by acknowledging their historical ties and addressing 
pressing issues like the Ukraine conflict and economic collaboration, both leaders demonstrated a commitment 
to moving forward. The meeting signals hope for improved relations, with both nations recognizing the need for
constructive engagement to address shared challenges and opportunities for the future. 

 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 2025

Marjorie Taylor Greene - Epstein Files Victims aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 09/07/25 and was discussed for 15 
Minutes

The 8th Day: 

Marjorie Taylor Greene - Epstein Files Victims
 
Georgias U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene was among those on the steps of Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., 
calling for a full disclosure of files related to the case of Jeffrey Epstein and Ghislaine Maxwell.

Im not afraid to name names, Greene said Wednesday morning. If they want to give me a list, I will walk in the 
Capitol on the House floor, and Ill say every damn name that abused these women. I can do that for them, and 
Id be proud to do that.

Greene was participating in a Stand With Survivors rally. Its goal, organizers said, was to stop protecting people
connected to the late convicted sex offender and Maxwell, his girlfriend and associate.

On Tuesday, the U.S. House Oversight Committee publicly posted the files it has received from the Justice 
Department on the sex trafficking investigations into Epstein and Maxwell, responding to mounting pressure in 
Congress to force more disclosure in the case.

The files mostly contain information that was already publicly known or available. The folders posted on 



Google Drive contained hundreds of image files of years-old court filings related to Epstein, who died in a New 
York jail cell in 2019 as he faced charges for sexually abusing teenage girls, and Maxwell, who is serving a 
lengthy prison sentence for assisting him.

Lets recognize the fact that the administration before, and before, and before and before, never did anything 
about, Greene said. This is a culmination of everyone who worked together to silence these women and protect 
Jeffrey Epstein and his cabal.
This is not about politics, she continued. This is a boiling point in American history.

Besides Greene and U.S. House Speaker Mike Johnson, survivors of Epsteins abuse met with a bipartisan group
of lawmakers.

The objective here is not just to uncover, investigate the Epstein evis, but also to ensure that this never happens 
again and ultimately to find out why justice has been delayed for these ladies for so very long, said Johnson, R-
La., after he emerged from a two-hour meeting with six of the survivors.

It is inexcusable. And it will stop now because the Congress is dialed in on this, he added.
Johnson is pressing for the inquiry to be handled by the House Oversight Committee and supporting the 
committee as it releases its findings.

The committees release of the files showed how lawmakers are eager to act on the issue as they return to 
Washington after a month-long break. They quickly revived a political clash that has flummoxed House 
Republican leadership and roiled President Donald Trumps administration.

Johnson is trying to quell an effort by Democrats and some Republicans to force a vote on a bill that would 
require the Justice Department to release all the information in the so-called Epstein files, with the exception of 
the victims personal information.

Re. Marjorie Taylor Greene has faced significant opposition from the White House regarding her support for a 
discharge petition aimed at compelling the release of documents related to Jeffrey Epstein, a convicted sex 
offender. Greene described receiving numerous calls discouraging her from signing the petition, highlighting a 
preference within the administration to focus on ongoing investigations led by the Oversight Committee instead.
She expressed confusion over the administration's stance, particularly regarding their perceived animosity 
toward fellow Republicans like Rep. Thomas Massie, who is championing the petition.

Greene, while critical of some White House staff, believes President Trump may not be fully informed about the
importance of the Epstein issue. During her appearance on Real Americas Voice, she urged Trump to take a 
stand for Epstein's victims, framing him as a potential champion for their cause. Despite Trump dismissing the 
petition as a distraction from his administration's successes, Greene strongly contended that the matter is serious
and should not be trivialized as a political hoax.

The broader context reveals a division within the Republican Party over the handling of the Epstein case, with 
House GOP leadership advising members against supporting the discharge petition. As the Oversight 
Committee continues its investigation, some members have expressed concerns that joining the petition could 
be seen as a direct affront to the administration. Greene's statements reflect her frustration with this internal 



conflict and her commitment to seeking justice for Epstein's victims, asserting that Republicans should unite in 
their support for the cause.

There is a significant issue in Washington regarding the lack of transparency, as less than 1% of related files 
have been released. A group is advocating for the complete release of these documents, criticizing a recent non-
binding resolution as ineffective. They emphasize the need for both transparency and protection for trafficking 
survivors, many of whom come from countries with fewer rights. The call for action transcends political 
boundaries, urging unity to address the trauma faced by these women and to hold accountable those who have 
been complicit in protecting figures like Jeffrey Epstein and his associates. 

 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 2025

Chicago and Baltimore - React National Guard Coming aired at: 06:15:00 AM on 09/07/25 and was discussed 
for 15 Minutes

The 8th Day: 

Illinois Governor Pritzker - Chicago and Baltimore - React National Guard Coming 

Governor J Pritzker of Illinois addressed the media regarding the potential deployment of the National Guard in 
Chicago, criticizing President Donald Trump's plans to send armed military personnel to the city. Pritzker 
deemed this action an overreach of presidential power, asserting that it is illegal, unconstitutional, and serves 
only to intimidate political opponents rather than address crime. He emphasized that neither he nor local law 
enforcement has been consulted about this decision, underscoring a lack of communication and coordination 
from the White House.

In his remarks, Pritzker highlighted the progress Chicago has made in reducing crime through community-based
initiatives and increased police funding, asserting that there is no current emergency necessitating military 
intervention. He pointed out that crime rates in Chicago have decreased significantly, contrasting the situation 
with other cities that have higher crime rates yet are not facing similar military deployments. Pritzker accused 
Trump of using the military for political gain instead of genuinely addressing public. safety and called for a 
rational response from federal officials.

Concluding his address, Pritzker urged the citizens of Chicago to remain peaceful in their protests against 
potential military presence and reaffirmed Illinois' commitment to defending its sovereignty against 
unwarranted federal actions. He warned that any federal attempts to incite violence would be met with legal 
action and that the state would protect its residents' rights. Pritzker invoked historical context to emphasize the 
resilience of justice, asserting that the state would hold accountable those who threaten its citizens, reflecting a 
determination to uphold democracy and community safety. 

 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 2025

Trump Says He's Settled 7 Wars and Bernie Sanders Agreeing with Trump on Vaccines aired at: 06:30:00 AM 
on 09/07/25 and was discussed for 15 Minutes

The 8th Day: 



Trump Says He Has Settled 7 Wars and Bernie Sanders Agreeing with Trump on Vaccines 

The debate surrounding the COVID-19 vaccine has drawn significant attention, particularly in light of 
contrasting opinions from public. figures and the scientific community. Former President Trump praised the 
COVID vaccines as a miraculous achievement that purportedly saved millions of lives, a sentiment echoed by 
various studies, including one published in The Lancet that estimated nearly 20 million lives were saved in the 
first year of vaccine distribution. This highlights the ongoing discourse about the vaccine's efficacy and safety, 
with many advocating for its critical role in public. health during the pandemic.

In contrast, some individuals, including Secretary Kennedy, have expressed skepticism regarding the vaccine's 
safety, labeling it as potentially harmful. During a discussion, Kennedy acknowledged a change in his 
perspective, suggesting that Trumps leadership during the vaccine roll out was commendable. However, he 
failed to provide substantial evidence to support his claims against the vaccine, which has garnered widespread 
endorsement from major medical organizations like the American Medical Association and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. These institutions assert that vaccines are both safe and effective, creating a stark 
division between established medical opinion and dissenting voices.

The discussion further reveals a palpable tension between the mainstream medical community and critics who 
question the motives hind their recommendations. Critics, such as Kennedy, argue that the pharmaceutical 
industry influences medical organizations, raising concerns about potential conflicts of interest. However, 
opponents of this view emphasize that the vast majority of medical professionals and organizations base their 
recommendations on rigorous scientific evidence and peer-reviewed research, which consistently supports the 
safety and efficacy of vaccines. This discrepancy underscores the importance of distinguishing between 
established science and fringe opinions that lack substantial backing.

Exploring the implications of this debate, it is essential to consider the broader context of public. trust in health 
institutions. The assertion that reputable organizations like the AMA have been compromised can erode public. 
confidence in vaccines and health recommendations. Such distrust may influence vaccination rates and public. 
health outcomes, particularly as misinformation spreads. Therefore, reinforcing the credibility of scientific 
organizations is critical in combating vaccine hesitancy and ensuring public. health safety.

In conclusion, the discourse surrounding the COVID-19 vaccine reflects a complex interplay of opinions, where
established scientific consensus often clashes with dissenting views. While Trump and many health experts laud
the vaccine's life-saving potential, critics raise concerns about safety and industry influence. This ongoing 
debate highlights the necessity for clear communication from the scientific community to uphold public. trust 
and enhance understanding of vaccine efficacy, ultimately ensuring that health decisions are informed by 
credible evidence rather than conflicting narratives. 

 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 2025

President Trump Tariffs in the News aired at: 06:45:00 AM on 09/07/25 and was discussed for 15 Minutes

The 8th Day: 

President Trump Tariffs
 



The recent change in U.S. tariff policy, particularly the termination of the de minimis exemption for packages 
valued under $800, has significant implications for international shipping and the economy. This shift, enacted 
by President Trump, requires all incoming packages to undergo customs processing and be subject to tariffs, 
which many postal services worldwide have responded to by suspending or limiting shipments to the U.S. The 
timing of this new regulation is problematic, leaving postal providers insufficient time to adapt, leading to 
uncertainty in the shipping industry.
The impact of these tariff changes extends beyond logistical complications; they are part of Trump's broader 
strategy to reduce the trade deficit and encourage domestic manufacturing. However, this approach has faced 
legal challenges, as a federal appeals court recently ruled that many of Trump's tariffs are unconstitutional and 
exceeded his authority. Despite this ruling, tariffs remain in place until mid-October, during which various be-
commerce platforms are reevaluating their shipping strategies to the U.S., with some halting shipments 
altogether. This disruption could significantly reduce the volume of small cels entering the U.S. and reshape 
global supply chains. In conclusion, these tariff changes not only risk increasing prices for American consumers
but also threaten the overall efficiency of international trade. As postal services halt deliveries and be-commerce
platforms adjust their operations, the potential economic fallout could lead to a staggering $13 billion in costs 
for U.S. consumers. This situation exemplifies the complexities of Trump's tariff policy, which, while aiming to 
olster the U.S. economy, may inadvertently harm it by creating arriers to trade and increasing inflation, 
especially affecting vulnerale populations like seniors reliant on fixed incomes. 

 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 2025

In The News - Week of September 21st 2025 - Part 1 aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 09/21/25 and was discussed for 
15 Minutes

The 8th Day: 

Ice Detainees, Korean and Japanese Nationals, Leave United States 

The situation at Atlanta's airport highlights a controversial incident involving the release of Korean and 
Japanese nationals who had been detained by ICE. These individuals left a detention facility without handcuffs, 
a notable change from typical procedures, raising questions about the nature of their departure. While ICE 
framed it as "voluntary departure," this designation appears misleading, as these individuals did not require new
visas to return, suggesting a deeper issue with ICE's handling of the case rather than a straightforward voluntary
exit.

The release of these detainees seemed to be significantly influenced by diplomatic interventions, particularly a 
call from the President of South Korea to President Trump. This direct involvement likely expedited their 
release, which could have otherwise taken much longer through legal channels. The lack of transparency in 
communication between U.S. and Korean officials, particularly regarding the Hyundai plant, underscores the 
complications and mismanagement within ICE. The incident reveals a broader challenge regarding immigration 
enforcement, particularly how it affects companies relying on foreign workers for specialized skills.

As a result of this episode, concerns have arisen regarding the future of foreign workers entering the U.S. on 1 
or ESTA visas, causing companies to rethink their immigration strategies. It may be prudent for businesses to 
consider alternative visa options, such as L or be visas, to circumvent potential detentions. This incident not 
only highlights the challenges faced by foreign workers but also calls attention to the need for legislative reform



in U.S. immigration policy, as the current framework has not been updated in decades.

 Topic - Fox News Appears to Suggest Lethal Injection for Homeless 

A lot of them don't want to get the help that is necessary. You can't give them a choice. Either you take the 
resources that we're going to give you, or you decide that you're going to be locked up in jail.

That's the way it has to be now. Or involuntary lethal injection or something. Just kill them.

Brian, why did it have to get to this point? Right. I would say this. We're not voting for the right people.

 Topic - Politics Verses Public Health Ethics 

The situation in North Carolina highlights a troubling conflict between public. health ethics and political 
demands. On August 25th, Secretary Kennedy pressured an official to pre-approve all ACIP vaccine 
recommendations and dismiss career scientists without justification. This demand contradicted the official's 
commitment to scientific integrity and public. health principles. When the official refused to comply, citing the 
need for evidence-based decision-making, Kennedy indicated that the officials job was at risk due to a lack of 
trust.

The push against vaccines and the undermining of scientific consensus raises concerns about public. health 
preparedness. The official expressed confusion over why some choose to challenge the widely accepted belief in
vaccine safety and efficacy, especially when experts warn of potential future pandemics. The authoritarian 
approach displayed by Kennedy, who insisted on compliance from the CDC head, threatens to erode trust in 
critical health policies and may hinder future pandemic responses.

The broader implications of this situation reflect a concerning trend towards authoritarianism in American 
governance. The erosion of media freedom and the targeting of dissenting voices, as exemplified by recent 
actions against critical journalists and regulatory leaders, poses a significant threat to democracy. As these 
developments unfold, there is a call to rally citizens against the increasing authoritarianism, economic 
inequality, and attacks on public. health, emphasizing the need for vigilance in protecting democratic values and
public. welfare. 

 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 2025

In The News - Week of September 21st 2025 - Part 2 aired at: 06:30:00 AM on 09/21/25 and was discussed for 
15 Minutes

The 8th Day: 

The discussion surrounding the Epstein files has garnered significant attention, particularly regarding the 
allegations of sex trafficking involving Jeffrey Epstein. It has been established that Epstein trafficked young 
women, including minors, primarily for his own sexual gratification, as indicated by the 2018 indictment from 
the Southern District of New York. However, the inquiry extends beyond merely identifying Epstein as a 
perpetrator; the public. seeks clarity on whether he was involved in trafficking these individuals to other parties.
This inquiry poses a critical question that remains partially answered due to the limitations imposed on 



investigations in previous years, particularly during the tenure of former Labor Secretary Alex Acosta.

The investigation into Epstein's activities has faced significant obstacles since a non-prosecution agreement was
established in 2008, which restricted the scope of inquiries into his operations. As noted in the testimony, the 
investigation was limited to certain time frames and parameters, which hampered efforts to uncover the full 
extent of Epstein's trafficking network. Officials have expressed that, while there is no credible information 
linking Epstein to other traffickers, the potential for undisclosed connections remains an area of concern. The 
current administration has reopened inquiries into Epstein's case, yet the release of pertinent files is still 
constrained by court orders, which complicates the transparency that the public. is demanding.

The implications of the ongoing investigation into Epstein's trafficking activities are profound, touching on 
broader issues of accountability and justice. The limited information released thus far raises questions about the 
efficacy of past administrations in addressing Epsteins crimes and the systemic failures that allowed his 
predatory behavior to continue for so long. The inquiry also reflects societal anxieties about power, privilege, 
and the protection of vulnerale populations from exploitation. The public yearning for transparency highlights a 
significant gap in trust regarding law enforcement ability to adequately address such serious allegations.

In conclusion, while the Epstein files reveal troubling details about his exploitation of young women, the pursuit
of justice is hampered by legal limitations and historical failures in addressing the full scope of his operations. 
The investigation continues to seek credible evidence while navigating complex legal precedents. As the public.
demands more transparency and accountability, it remains essential for law enforcement to prioritize the rights 
and voices of victims while ensuring that justice is served. The legacy of Epsteins actions and the responses 
from various administrations will shape future discussions on trafficking and the protection of vulnerale 
individuals within society.

I want to ask you about the Epstein files. Have you seen the Epstein files? I have not reviewed the entirety of it 
myself, but a good amount. Would it be fair to say that Mr. Epstein trafficked young women, including in some 
instances minors, for sex to himself? That was specifically the allegations in the 2018 indictment in the 
Southern District of New York.

Who else did he traffic these young women to? In terms of what the investigation, again, going back to 2008, 
Mr. Acosta, who limited the investigation and limited the search warrants and limited the parameters of the 
investigation, the only thing we are ale to speak to publicly, because he was given a non-prosecution agreement 
by Mr. Acosta, is that first time period from, I believe, don't quote me on this, 97 to 2001-ish, and then when the
Trump administration courageously reopened it. Ash, excuse me for interrupting, but I'm going to run out of 
time. You've seen most of the files.

Who, if anyone, did Epstein traffic these young women to besides himself? Himself. There is no credible 
information. None.

If there were, I would ring the case yesterday that he trafficked to other individuals, and the information we 
have, again, is limited. So the answer is no one? For the information that we have. In the files? In the case file.

Okay. Now, President Trump has deferred to the FBI and the Department of Justice with respect to the Epstein 
records. He says it is your call about releasing him, and I understand that the department and the agency have 



decided to release them in cooperation with the House committee, is that correct? Yes, sir.

So you're releasing them a little it at a time, is that correct? We're releasing as much as we can, but we are 
limited by three different court orders, and the department went back to each of those judges to waive those 
court orders or have them lifted, and each of those judges declined. Will you release all of them or at least as 
many as you can? We will release everything we are legally permitted to do so. We are continuing to work with 
the House on the subpoena request.

We have substantially required with it, complied with it, but we will continue to release whatever we are legally 
permitted to do so. Okay. I strongly encourage you to do that, Cash.

This issue is not going to go away, and I think the central question for the American people is this. They know 
that Epstein trafficked young women for sex to himself. They want to know who, if anyone else, he trafficked 
these young women to, and that's a very fair question.

I want to know that answer, and I think you're going to have to do more to satisfy the American people's 
understandable curiosity in that regard. Mr. Chairman, may I just respond to that? I agree, Senator, and what we 
have done, and just to remind folks, the Epstein case files existed in the two prior administrations, in the Obama
administration and the Biden administration, and they didn't release anything, and there was President Trump in 
the first administration that renewed charges against Mr. Epstein, and I know it's a little complicated to 
understand, but what exists in the Epstein case files was a direct result of the limited search warrants from 2006 
and 2007, which hamstrung future investigations because of the non-prosecution agreement, and multiple 
administrations had the opportunity to look at the entirety of that case file and recommend prosecutions against 
anyone that was trafficked under Mr. Epstein and anyone that participated in that trafficking, and the only 
person to ring charges was the prior administration against Mr. Epstein. Now, I am not saying that others were 
not trafficked and others were not involved.

What I am telling you is that based on the information we have, and we have continuously publicly asked for 
the public to come forward with more information. If there is, we'll look at it, but based on credible information,
we have released all credible information, and the information that the Department of Justice and the FBI never 
releases is information on investigations that are not credible, and we don't release the names of victims who 
weren't credible, but at the same time, we don't release the names of victims who were credible, and so that's by 
law, and so the information we are releasing now is historic, and it is also to the maximum capacity that the law 
allows, and I know that's not going to satisfy many, many, many people, but if they wanted it done right, then 
the investigation from its origination should have been done right, and he should not have been given a get-out-
of-jail-free card to do jail on the weekends for 12 hours a day, and he should have been investigated fully for the
entirety of his crime and criminal enterprise, not just from 1997 to 2001. Gentleman from Kentucky is 
recognized for unanimous consent.

Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to submit two sets of documents. The first is a series of emails from the
victims of Jeffrey Epstein. They are making FOIA requests to get their own FBI files and not having any 
success, so I want to ring attention to that by submitting that to the record.

The second document that I want to submit to the record for the record, I know we don't usually read these. This
one's not readable. It's completely redacted for the most part, the first 50 pages.



This is actually the search warrant that was served on James O'Keefe for a diary that he had already given to the
government two months before, and as it turns out, there were no indictments here, yet he still doesn't know 
why he was raided, and I think he deserves to know. Stop the objection. Thank you.

The chair now recognizes the gentleman from California. Director, the first time you saw Donald Trump's name 
was in the Epstein files. Did you close the files or keep reading? I've reviewed not the entirety of the files.

So you haven't reviewed all of the Epstein files? Personally, no. You're the director of the FBI. This is the largest
sex trafficking case the FBI has ever been a part of.

buck stops at the top and your testimony today is you have not reviewed all the files. What I've been doing is 
busy providing the safest country this country has seen in modern U.S. history in historic speed because the men
and women of the FBI are given the resources to reduce the homicide rate, to reduce the drug trafficking rate, to
reduce the amount of children that are being trafficked. Sounds like those children being trafficked would 
appreciate the director reviewing the files.

You said you don't know the number of times Trump's name appears in the files, so it could at least be a 
thousand times. Is that right? The number is a total misleading factor. We have not released anyone's name in 
the Epstein files that has not been credible.

We have released every piece of legally permissible information. You can characterize the numbers however 
you want it. It sounds like if you don't know the number, it could at least be a thousand times.

It's not. Is it at least 500 times? No. Is it at least 100 times? No.

Then what's the number? I don't know the number, but it's not that. Do you think it might be your job to know 
the number? My job is to provide for the safety and security of this country. My job is not to engage in political 
innuendo so you can go out to the sticks and get your 22nd hit in your fundraising article.

Keep going, reclaiming your time, because the people of California are being under-served by your 
representation. If the president is not implicated, why not release everything that involves him? We have 
released everything, the president and anyone else's side, that is credible and lawfully be ale to be released. Your
fixation on this matter and baseless accusations that I'm hiding is disgusting.

Anyone that says that needs to look at the stats alone and go back to the state of California, who's receiving the 
biggest surge in FBI resources through my redeployment, because the cities of Los Angeles, San Diego, and San
Francisco need it. Remembering your oath to tell the truth, did you ever tell Donald Trump his name is in the 
files? I have never spoken to President Trump about the Epstein files. Did you ever tell the Attorney General 
that Donald Trump's name is in the Epstein files? The Attorney General and I have had numerous discussions 
about the entirety of the Epstein files and the reviews conducted by our team.

Did you tell the Attorney General that Donald Trump's name is in the Epstein files? And we have released 
where President Trump's name is in the Epstein files. It's a simple question. Did you tell the Attorney General 
that the president's name is in the Epstein files? During many conversations that the Attorney General and I 



have had on the matter of Epstein, we have reviewed.

The question is simple. Who can tell the Attorney General that Donald Trump's name is in the Epstein files? Yes
or no? Why don't you try spelling it out? Yes or no? Use the alphabet. Yes or no? No.

Director, it sounds like you don't want to tell us. Did you tell the Attorney General that Donald Trump's name 
was in the Epstein files? Why don't you try serving your constituency by focusing on reducing violent crime in 
this country and the number of pedophiles that are legally harbored in your sanctuary cities in California? I'll 
work with you on that. Do you want to work with us on that? Director, reclaim your time.

I'm the lawless gentleman from California. Did you tell the Attorney General that Donald Trump's name is in 
the Epstein files? The question has been asked and answered. You've not answered it, and we will take your 
evasiveness as a consciousness of guilt.

Director, did Donald Trump ever say to you, just find and release the entire truth? Don't worry if I'm in it. The 
instructions from the administration were to release all credible information, and we have done that. Did Donald
Trump ever provide information about Jeffrey Epstein as an informant? Donald Trump has not been, and I can 
only speak for the FBI, an informant of the FBI.

So, Director, you've played this cute shell game where you say you can't release everything because the court 
has said that it legally is not allowed to be released, but the court calls bullish. Judge Richard erman said that 
when you went to the court, quote, information contained in the Epstein grand jury transcripts pales, pales in 
comparison to Epstein investigation information and materials in the hands of the Department of Justice. So let's
move on, Director.

You wrote a book called Government Gangsters. You identified 20 individuals in that book. You put me on that 
list, at the top of the list.

Thank you. My children find it flattering. 20 of those individuals have been investigated or have had adverse 
actions.

Director, considering that you have identified these people as, quote, government gangsters, will you recuse 
yourself from making any investigation decisions about these individuals? Anyone that has been terminated at 
the FBI has been done something. No, no. The question again- They failed to meet the muster of their 
constitutional obligation.

Director, I will work on the audio video. I'm going to borrow your terminology and call bullish. on your entire 
career in Congress. I'm reclaiming my time, Director.

It has been a disgrace to the American people. Director, I'm reclaiming my time. You can reclaim your time all 
you want.

Mr. Chairman, are you going to allow a witness to speak this way? Mr. Chairman, would you recuse yourself, 
Director? The gentleman has no time to Mr. Chairman, would you admonish the witness not to insult members? 
The gentleman has no time. Mr. Chairman,The committee will remember. Quick point of order.



Could the gentleman be extended an additional 20 seconds to complete his thoughts since the witness decided to
interrupt him? Mr. Chairman. The witness will be ale to respond if he wants. We'll make sure he has time to do 
that.

My question is, will you, Director, recuse yourself, yes or no, from investigating or making decisions about the 
60 individuals, including myself, that you identified as government gangsters? Yes or no? Time of the 
gentleman has expired. The witness may respond if he would like. The answer was no, as I heard.

Correct. Okay. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Director Patel.

In addition to the extensive purge of nonpartisan career FBI official reports, reports indicate that dozens of 
remaining officials have been subjected to polygraph exams to test their loyalty. My understanding is 
approximately 40 officials have been asked to sit for a polygraph during your administration, and several have 
been asked whether they have ever made negative comments about you. Director Patel, FBI agents pledge their 
loyalty to the Constitution of the United States, not you personally.

What is the basis for requiring polygraph exams of your workforce and asking them if they've made negative 
comments about you? I don't know what reports you're referring to, Ranking Member, and I reject any reporting
that has false information in it, so I'm not going to respond to that. As far as polygraphs go, generally they are 
always and always have been utilized at the FBI to track down those that leak sensitive information and have 
unauthorized disclosures to the media, and we will continue to use them to ensure the integrity of the FBI. Did 
any individual on your senior executive team, the director's advisory team, or who serve in the positions on the 
seventh floor receive disqualifying alerts on their polygraphs? Senator, I'm not going to get into the personnel 
discussions that were had on a polygraph.

Those were private discussions, and many of them relate to ongoing investigations. Did you or Attorney 
General Bondi provide any individual with a waiver so they could remain employed after they received 
disqualifying alerts on their polygraphs? I'll have to get back to you. You don't remember. that? No, sir.

My priority is protecting the American public, not getting into the weeds of polygraphs. And to have a decent 
memory when you come before a committee. I'm happy to talk about all the good work the men and women of 
the FBI are doing, including providing the lowest crime rate in American history.

If you want to talk about how to protect the citizens, Chicago has seen a 30% reduction in its murder rate 
because of the men and women of the FBI. And you take credit for that? I'll happily do that. You take credit for 
that? The inter-agency partners and the men and women of the Chicago PD have never been more powerful.

Oh, include local law enforcement, please. Have you ever seen my testimony across this country where I always
lead with our inter-agency partnerships with state and local law enforcement? It is the pillar of what I am doing. 
And on the seventh floor, for the first time in FBI history, I have installed police officers and sheriffs right on 
my seventh floor to report to us every day what's going around the country on the street level because that is a 
priority of the FBI and is the only way we are going to work.

I don't take credit for the anything. but I will defend the men and women of the FBI and the cops that help us 



get it done. You should.

Director Patel, to your knowledge, did a whistle lower ever make a disclosure to Attorney General Bondi 
indicating that the New York field office was withholding Epstein-related records? I'm not familiar with that 
whistle lower. You know that there was such a whistle lower? I'm not familiar with that whistle lower. In 
response to the blow-back she received, Attorney General Bondi also pushed the FBI to review approximately 
100,000 Epstein-related records on an arbitrarily short deadline in March and the FBI was directed to flag any 
documents that mentioned President Trump.

Nothing came of that review until July when DOJ and FBI released an unsigned memorandum stating there is 
no incriminating client list. Why was this July 7th memorandum unsigned? Would you prefer I've used 
Autopen? Did you? Why was it unsigned? The memorandum had the insignia of the Department of Justice and 
the Federal bureau of Investigation and in our effort to secure transparency for the American people because the
three prior administrations had not done so, we conducted an exhaustive search of everything related to the 
Epstein cases and we produced what was legally and permissibly ale to be produced to Congress, the American 
public, and there's a congressional subpoena and we're continuing to do so. Did you personally direct that 
investigation so that you would sign such a? Did I personally direct what investigation? Of the Epstein records 
for any reference to President Trump? Again, you are citing reporting that I think is baseless.

We conducted an investigation of the Epstein case files pursuant to the direction of the President of the 
Administration to provide all credible information and we are working with Congress pursuant to a 
congressional subpoena to turn over all the documents we can. All individuals. Who at DOJ and FBI was 
responsible for its drafting and conclusions? Many individuals at the Department of Justice and the FBI are 
responsible.

There was no lead? No lead person? The Attorney General leads the Department of Justice and I lead the FBI. 
So the Attorney General is responsible for that? The Attorney General leads the Department of Justice. Director 
Patel, much like you, Deputy Director Don ongoing was a conspiracy theorist who built a lucrative career 
making inflammatory and unsubstantiated statements about the FBI that would be disqualifying in any 
administration that cared about nonpartisan law enforcement.

For instance, Mr. ongoing called the placement of pipe oms outside the DNC and RNC headquarters on January 
6th, quote, an inside job and went on to say this was a set up. I have zero doubt and whoever goes into the FBI, 
you better get an answer about why. Director Patel, you and Deputy Director ongoing are now leading the FBI.

What is the evidence to suggest the pipe oms placed outside of the DNC and RNC on January 6th were an 
inside job? I appreciate the opportunity to discuss Director ongino's mind record. So many on this committee in 
the media jettisoned our 31 years of public service. Can you answer the question, sir? I'm answering the 
question.

You're questioning the integrity of the Deputy Director of the FBI and mine. And I'm going to answer the 
question. The pipe om investigation is ongoing and I'm not going to discuss the details of the pipe om 
investigation.

Mr. ongoing was a Secret Service agent for 15 years, a police officer for five. I served this country in multiple 



administrations for 16 years. We were also private citizens and we are now back in government service.

And what we have the ability to do is set aside our personal beliefs to deliver the mission of justice for this 
country. And we're doing it day in and day out. And I find it disgusting that everyone and anyone would jettison 
our 31 years of combined experience that is now at the helm of the FBI, delivering historic results at historic 
speeds for the American people.

So you have no evidence? I got a lot of evidence and I'll give it to you when I can. Looking forward to it. 
There's a New York Times story this morning about Chris Meyer.

As I understand it, he was your personal pilot, at least for some period of time. Mr. Meyer has quite a record 
himself. Flew over 350 hours as an Air Force pilot on three aircraft types in Afghanistan.

Mr. Jardina, another former FBI agent, a 1999 graduate of U.S. Naval Academy, commanded 100 Marines in 
combat during the 2003 invasion of Iraq, participated in several firefights, followed up with 2011 deployment as
a reservist to Afghanistan, where he interrogated senior Taliban officials. It appears that you terminated these 
two agents. Why? I'm not going to get into personnel decisions that we made.

So you're not accountable for your decisions to take people who served our country so admiraly and terminate 
them without any cause? That's a one-sided story. Anyone that has been terminated from the FBI, generally 
speaking, failed to meet the needs of the FBI and uphold their constitutional duties. And you providing a one-
sided story from your perch is absolutely disgraceful because the men and women of the FBI deserve better.

And your attack on the current leadership of the men and women of the FBI is equally disgraceful because now 
you're attacking the leaders that are our rave SACs in the field who are doing the job that this country needs. It's
disgraceful. And we will continue to do it.

Excuse me. It's disgraceful when Mr. Meyer and Mr. Jardina, who served our country so well, are terminated 
apparently because of the rants of a broadcaster. That is your opinion.

It is not a fact. Well, it's certainly my opinion. I can back up with facts.

Let me ask you to explain the situation in Baltimore, if you will. Did you read the story about the termination of
the project in Baltimore? Which story? Sorry, which story?

The Baltimore agents were investigating. Are you familiar with that? No, sir. Well, I'm not going to go into 
detail.

It would take too long to do it. but apparently that this group, a nihilistic violent extremist group, seeks to 
blackmail children to perform vile acts on a camera under investigation by Baltimore, which was terminated by 
you. I'd like you to respond in writing, if you will, as to the circumstances of that termination.

Sure. Our operations against NEs, as you're referring to, has been historically high. And we've taken down 
multiple NE rings, including 764 rings, who are harming children and causing them to be mutilated.



Last question. Can you explain why you are eliminating the requirements for a college degree for your agents? I
appreciate the opportunity to address that. You said in your opening statement, we are reducing the training 
requirements at Quantico.

We are not. We are expanding them. You're referring to an crossover program, because I believe the men and 
women of places like the DEA, the ATF, and the Marshals Service and the Secret Service who want to work at 
the FBI should deserve that opportunity and a shortened ridge program, which we provided.

We are also keeping the 18-week FTC, as it's traditionally been held at the FBI. So we're not reducing any 
requirements. We are increasing those that we ring into the FBI.

Did you change any of the requirements on college degrees? We are allowing police officers who have served 
for a number of years to come into the FBI who did not obtain the requisite college degree to apply to be federal
agents, because we feel they have the street-level experience we need to conduct this mission. I yield, Mr. 
Chairman.
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 In Their Own Words 

Just at the outset, I just want to say what I think all of us believe, and that is that the political     violence that is 
so afflicting our country, it doesn't matter whether it's from the right or     the left. I mean, all of us have an 
obligation. to fiercely advocate for our point of view.     All of us have an obligation. to respect people with 
whom we disagree.  

  The folks we disagree with     are our opponents, but they're not our enemies. And I hope all of us keep that in 
mind and do     the est we can to set that example. I want to congratulate the FBI.  

  I want to congratulate     the Utah State and Local Law Enforcement for the very good work that it did in 
apprehending     the violent assailant of Charlie Kirk, and that is a terrible, terrible tragedy.     Director Patel, at 
one point you made an announcement that the suspect was in custody,     we got our man. It turned out that was 
not true.  

  In fact, I think that was about 27 hours before the     person now in custody was apprehended. Why did you 
make that statement?     Thank you, Senator. Appreciate you letting me address this.  

  What the FBI does is not just     locate and find suspects, but we also participate in eliminating subjects. And 
what we had at the     time was a subject in custody in relation to this investigation. So in my commitment to 
work with     the public to help identify subjects. and suspects, I put that information out.  

  And then when we     interviewed him, I put out the results of that. And could I have been more careful in my 
verbiage     including an a subject instead of subject? Sure, in the heat of the moment, but I was doing the     est 
I could. You know, Kander, I don't quite get that because if we have our man, that would     suggest to the public
that everybody can rest and relax and not then continue to provide information     to the local law enforcement 
and to you.  

  So that was a mistake. I don't see it as a mistake. I see     it as something, working with the public to identify 
that there was a subject in custody.  

  If you put out a statement that says we've got our man, and in fact it turns out that you didn't     have your man,
that's not a mistake? That's not what I said. Well, I'll go on. That's my     understanding.  

  The second thing that is really important in the FBI, but it's important in every     agency, is that the folks who 
are doing good work get supported for the work they're doing.     And a number of highly successful FBI agents 
have been let go. And I want to just ask you a     little it about that.  

  You know who Brian Driscoll is, right? Yes. Yeah, okay. And my understanding     is he served at the FBI for 
over 18 years.  

  You agree? I believe that's accurate. Special agent     in charge of the Newark office. He was commander of the
FBI's hostage rescue team.  



  That's a very     prestigious and responsible position. It is. Section chief of the critical incident response     
group's tactical section.  

  You've got to be pretty good to get that high responsibility. You agree     with that? Yes, sir. He oversaw 55 
SWAT teams, and they're like the elite of the elite, right?     They go in to the dangerous situations, right? He got
a medal of valor for his participation     in a raid on ISIS terrorist Au Sayyaf, who had kidnapped American 
citizens,     Kayla Mueller, right? Is that right? Yeah, I know.  

  You're in agreement, right? I know Kayla     Mueller's family. Yes, I know the situation. Okay, and he got Kurt 
Meyer, somebody who had barricaded     himself in a bar after he killed four people and wounded two.  

  And Driscoll was part of the team     that went in there and took that guy out, right? I don't have all the details, 
but I'll take your     word for it, Senator. And he got into trouble when email ove demanded a list of FBI agents   
who investigated January 6th and was apprehensive that what did happen ultimately would happen,     and that 
is those folks would get fired. I mean, do you agree with me that a boss who stands up     for his subordinates 
when they did the job that was asked of them is a stand-up person     and somebody to be admired? Generally 
speaking, yes, sir.  

  Pardon me? Generally speaking, yes, sir.     but Driscoll got fired, right? Again, that matter is under litigation, 
and the matter you referenced     occurred before I was director. Let's just keep it fairly narrow here.  

  He's fired, right? Yes,     he was terminated. And he has to be, there's somebody communicates to him that he's 
terminated,     correct? That's my job. That's your job.  

  So you communicated to him that he was fired? I did.     So, you know, I have a hard time with this because 
that record suggests to me that this person is     like worthy of consideration for the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, and he got fired. but there's     also a record of other information that was available, and now that this 
matter is pending     litigation, we will get that out in due course.  

  So you've got, quote, other information     that you see as a valid basis to fire somebody who, from what I can 
tell, had an absolutely     outstanding record and who crossed the threshold of getting in trouble because he was 
standing up     for agents serving under him who did work that was assigned to them that happened to be related 
to the January 6th uprising. Again, you're correlating, based on your information, the     reasons for his 
termination. I'm telling you.  

  That's right. Let me ask you another question.     You know, when you were here, you were rightly critical, not 
here actually, I guess it was on     You were rightly critical of the way that the previous FBI director used the 
FBI jet, and you     said you wanted to ground Chris Wray's private jet travel that he pays for with taxpayer 
dollars to     hop around the country.  

  Let me ask you this. You know, on the weekend of, according to flight     tracker data, on the weekend of 
March 7th, an FBI plane flew round-trip from D.C. to Las Vegas,     and you attended a UFC flight with Mel 
Gibson, and I'll show you that. Is that you, and is that true?     Yeah, you want to know the difference? I live in 
Las Vegas.  



  I'm allowed to go home. I didn't     leave a congressional hearing early on an FBI jet to dodge questions. All 
right, then on April 5th,     you attended a hockey game in New York City.  

  You don't live there, right? No, I don't. by the way,     everyday FBI agents who are assigned in Washington 
don't get to fly home on a private jet.     This is a great point.  

  Do you know why I have to use a private jet? because Congress made it     mandatory. Okay, in April 5th, well,
we didn't make it mandatory that you go to UFC games with     Mel Gibson. Are you telling me I can't go 
home? You got to use some judgment here.  

  So when I'm     at home, I can't do what I'm doing when I go home. Everybody else is allowed to go home. Let 
me keep     going.  

  No, I'm glad you go home. I love to go home, but I don't go home on a private jet. On     April 5th, you 
attended a hockey game in New York City with Wayne Gretzky, and Flight Tracker says     the FBI jet took you 
to and from New York City, where you don't live, right? That's correct.  

  And     on April 12th, on the following weekend, you attended a UFC fight in Miami, also on the FBI     jet, 
right? That's correct. So what's the cost to the taxpayer for those three flights?     Well, I pay the commercial 
equivalent per the regulations of the law. And so just so you know,     when you are comparing me to prior 
directors... I asked what the cost was, and you don't know.  

  I take it. Yeah, and what I've done with the use of the private jet is use Andrews Air Force base     versus 
Reagan National as what the other directors have done to save the taxpayer dollars. bottom line     here, you 
flew home to Las Vegas.  

  There's nobody else in the FBI who gets paid. They don't. They     have to pay their own way if they want to go
home, right? Well, that's not accurate.  

  Depending on where you're stationed, the FBI covers the ill to get home. So are you telling me that     FBI 
agents who are signed in Washington but who may live in Charlotte, they get paid by the FBI?     Sometimes 
they do, yes. All right.  

  Another thing I want to say is this. You know, our local law     enforcement has been stiffed. about $500 
million in cop grants have been taken out of the budget.  

  Those really help us in Burlington. They help us in Rutland. They really are important.  

  And     why in the world would we be cutting those cop grants when we need that local law enforcement     in 
part to partner with you? Do you support that? I think you're speaking to the Department of     Justice grants, 
which I don't adjudicate. but also Vermont, just like every other state,     has received a plus-up of FBI 
personnel. I'll tell you, that's not what we're seeing.  

  The other thing, my understanding is that there's a requisition or an effort to     get another plane for the FBI 
that would cost about $72 million. Is that right?     That's inaccurate. The FBI, because the jet, as you call it, is 



not my jet.  

  We use it for     operational needs. We use it for  . We use it for  .  

  but that's the one you fly in, right?     We have multiple fixed-wing assets, and one of them is on a wildly 
expensive lease that I deemed     a waste of money, and I'm looking for a replacement in which the government 
can procure assets     permanently. Well, I would welcome you submitting to this committee the cost 
information about the     jets that are under consideration. And according to our research, the specifications that 
are     included in this request would result in an expenditure of between $72 million and $80     million.  

  That's inaccurate, but I'll happily get you the right numbers. I welcome     getting the specific information. 
Thank you.  

  Mr. Chairman, I yield back.     If you are so interested in getting the public to submit any information,     why 
have you not met with them? You said you haven't met with them. Have you met with them?     I'll give you one
more chance.  

  My job as the FBI director is to- Is the answer yes or no to whether     or not you met with these women who 
were sexually abused and raped? Any insinuation by you or any     people on your side that I am not man-
hunting child predators and sex traffickers, just look at the     stats. Mr. Patel, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Chairman, this 
is my time, and I will take as much time as I want.     During the Obama and Biden administrations, when these 
so-called cover-ups were going on,     why didn't anyone in those administrations talk to any of these purported 
witnesses?     Man, oh man, there has been so much today, and I truly don't know where to start.  

  So I'm just     going to make sure that we start off with a few facts. So a couple of facts that we need to     make
clear for everyone is that, number one, Director Christopher Wray,     when he was appointed to be the head of 
the FBI, was appointed by Donald Trump. Now, I will agree     that I definitely take issue with a number of 
decisions that Donald Trump makes, especially     when it comes to the people that he decides to appoint to very
important positions, including     this one, because I did have to make sure that I wasn't going crazy.  

  but when I say that you are     the least qualified FBI director in the history of the FBI, that is real, because you
were the     only one that never even served with the FBI prior to joining, yet we are supposed to believe     that 
you were the greatest thing since sliced read. I didn't ask you a question. Now, what I     want to go through is to
talk about why you are a failure, and why, honestly, we just need to tell     you ye-ye.  

  I know that you got a little upset, and you put on your show for your boss because it     seems like you're trying
to save your job when it came to talking to Senator ooker yesterday.     but let's go through some of your 
failures. So, before you were even confirmed, and I think one     of my colleagues, my colleague from Georgia, 
pointed out that you were already targeting     career officials so that you could direct illegal firings.  

  Mind you, these cases that you were so     upset about, which are the ones tied to Trump, the cases came 
through his handpicked FBI director.     And frankly, when people sit around and say things like, oh, you know, 
we're happy because     now we feel safe, I don't know who feels safe in this country except for the white 
supremacist,     because I specifically, as a lack woman, definitely don't feel safe. And frankly,     my colleagues 
have been real nice to you today, and I applaud them, but I don't have the same     demeanor, because I know 



that multiple colleagues on this side of the aisle have faced death     threats.  

  In fact, somebody tried to kill one of my colleagues, and frankly, I don't know if this FBI,     or under your 
leadership, if those people would have been caught. I don't have any confidence in     you. And if we start 
talking about the reasons that I lack confidence, we can start with you not     just wanting to acknowledge some 
simple facts.  

  Simple facts like the vast majority of the     threats are coming from right-wing extremism. And I know my 
colleagues have tried to stress this,     but I decided that I would maybe do it in a different way. Number one, I 
have a couple of     UCs.  

  Kim buck, one of multiple Republicans receiving death threats for voting against     Jim Jordan as House 
Speaker. Without objection. Another one, Republican lawmaker says she received     death threats after voting 
against Jim Jordan in Speaker's race.  

  Without objection. In addition,     there was another one from another colleague who now is leaving Congress, 
because they said that     they were calling his wife anonymously and threatening her life to the extent that she   
ended up sleeping with a firearm. Without objection.  

  Okay, so here's the deal. How are we supposed to     have confidence when you're sitting up here telling the 
Senate yesterday that it will take you 14     years before you can get the FBI fully staffed to do their jobs? You're
also now redirecting resources     so that they can go and play ICE agents on the streets. You're getting rid of 
your most qualified     people.  

  And even when it came down to somebody that you consider to be a friend, you were posted     up having 
some fancy dinner to the extent that you posted not only once erroneously, you posted twice     erroneously as it 
relates to catching somebody. And then you want to go and say, let me take a     victory lap. because honestly, if 
it wasn't for parents deciding that they were going to turn in     their child, it seems like by'all wouldn't have got 
there, even though he can he literally confessed     online.  

  So I'm, I'm confused about what it is that the FBI is doing, except for trying to put on a     show for the 
apprentice or whatever you want to call him. The day after all of this took place,     there was domestic terrorism
that was taking place at HCUs. They were targeted.  

  Yet I didn't hear     anything from the FBI about what was going on. And again, lack people kept saying, how 
did we end up     in this? because the numbers are so very clear that white supremacy is a problem. And 
honestly,     I've not heard anything out of you today that makes me believe that you're going to do anything     
about the white supremacy problem.  

  The one that is leading to children being killed,     children being shot, as well as members of their community 
as they're working,     as they're worshiping in their churches. The time of the gentle-lady has expired. If the     
gentleman would like to respond to any of that.  

  Well, I mean, I'll respond. Kash Patel,     as I said, when I introduced him, public defender, former prosecutor, 
top staffer on the House     Intelligence Committee, deputy director of national intelligence with the National 



Security Council,     chief of staff at the Department of Defense and FBI director. I think that's a pretty good 
resume     for the guy who's now running the top law enforcement agency in our country.  

  And we've     seen all the stats that he's given to the committee on how much better they're doing to get in the   
ad guys than the previous guy was doing. With that, I recognize the gentleman from South Carolina.     Thank 
you, Mr. Chairman.  

  Director Patel, I think you're witnessing some auditions,     clickbait auditions for the Academy Award for my 
Democratic colleagues. We'll see how they fare     as they're on MSNC later on today. but do you care, before I 
launch into my line of questioning,     to respond to Ms. Crockett from Texas on that very elaborate and theatrics
display?     Here's what I've learned in my government service.  

  I don't give a damn what they say about me,     as long as I'm succeeding in the mission. We're succeeding in 
the mission because the men and     women of the FBI have never been empowered to do more work and to hit 
the streets harder than by     President Trump's authorities and resources he's given us. And so all I care about is 
that     we are capturing more child predators than ever before, taking more drugs off the streets than     ever 
before, that we are capturing murderers at a significantly historic rate, and we're     delivering this country the 
lowest murder rate in recorded history.  

  That are facts that you cannot     dispute. but you can come at me all you want. I don't care.  

  Thank you, Director, for that. And     we appreciate your service. We appreciate the results speak for 
themselves, I think,     pretty plainly, and your commitment not only to results but to transparency.  

  So we do appreciate     that. 
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The President: Thank you very much. Very much appreciate it. And I don't mind making this speech without a 
teleprompter, because the teleprompter is not working.

I feel very happy to be up here with you, nevertheless. And that way, you speak more from the heart. I can only 
say that whoever is operating this teleprompter is in big trouble.

Hello, Madam First Lady. Thank you very much for being here. Madam President, Mr.

Secretary General, First Lady of the United States, distinguished delegates, ambassadors, and world leaders. Six
years have passed since I last stood in this grand hall and addressed a world that was prosperous and at peace in 
my first term. Since that day, the guns of war have shattered the peace I forged on two continents.

An era of calm and stability gave way to one of the great crises of our time. And here in the United States, four 
years of weakness, lawlessness, and radicalism under the last administration delivered our nation into a repeated
set of disasters. One year ago, our country was in deep trouble.

but today, just eight months into my administration, we are the hottest country anywhere in the world, and there 
is no other country even close. America is blessed with the strongest economy, the strongest orders, the 
strongest military, the strongest friendships, and the strongest spirit of any nation on the face of the Earth. This 
is, indeed, the golden age of America.

We are rapidly reversing the economic calamity we inherited from the previous administration, including 
ruinous price increases and record-setting inflation -- inflation like we've never had before. Under my 
leadership, energy costs are down, gasoline prices are down. Grocery prices are done.

Mortgage rates are down and inflation has been defeated. The only thing that's up is the stock market, which 
just hit a record high. In fact, it hit a record high 48 times in the last short period of time.

Growth is surging. Manufacturing is booming. The stock market, as I said, is doing better than it's ever done.

And all of you in this room benefit by that. Almost everybody. And importantly, workers' wages are rising at the
fastest pace in more than 60 years.

And that's what it's all about, isn't it? In four years of President Biden, we had less than $1 trillion of new 
investment into the United States. In just eight months since I took office, we have secured commitments and 
money already paid for $17 trillion. Think of it.



Four years, less than a trillion. Eight months, much more than $17 trillion is being invested in the United States,
and it's now pouring in from all parts of the world. We've implemented the largest tax cuts in American history 
and the largest regulation cuts in America history, making this, once and again, the est country on Earth to do 
business.

And many of the people in this room are investing in America, and it has turned out to be an awfully good 
investment during this eight-month period. In my first term, I built the greatest economy in the history of the 
world. We had the est economy ever.

History of the World. And I'm doing the same thing again, but this time, it's actually much bigger and even 
better. The numbers far surpassed my record-setting first term.

On our southern order, we have successfully repelled a colossal invasion. And for the last four months, and 
that's four months in a row, the number of illegal aliens admitted and entering our country has been zero. Hard 
to believe.

because if you look back just a year ago, it was millions and millions of people pouring in from all over the 
world, from prisons, from mental institutions, drug dealers. All over the word they came. They just poured into 
our country with the ridiculous open order policy of the Biden administration.

Our message is very simple. If you come illegally into the United States, you're going to jail, or you're going 
back to where you came from, or perhaps even further than that. You know what that means.

I want to thank the country of El Salvador for the successful and professional job they've done in receiving and 
jailing so many criminals that entered our country. And it was under the previous administration in that the 
number became record-setting, and they're all being taken out. We have no choice.

And other countries have no choose, because other countries are in the exact same situation with immigration. 
It's destroying your country, and you have to do something about it. On the world stage, America is respected 
again like it has never been respected before.

Think about two years ago, three years ago four years ago or one year ago, we were a laughing stock all over 
the world. At the NATO summit in June, virtually all NATO members formally committed to increased defense 
spending at my request, from 2 percent to 5 percent of GDP, making our alliance far stronger and more 
powerful than it was ever before. In May, I traveled to the Middle East to visit my friends and rebuild our 
partnerships in the Gulf, and those valued relationships with Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE, and other 
countries are now, I believe, closer than ever before.

My administration has negotiated one historic trade deal after another, including with the United Kingdom, the 
European Union, Japan, South Korea, Vietnam. Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia, and many, many others. 
Likewise, in a period of just seven months, I have ended seven unendurable wars.

They said they were unendurable. You're never going to get them solved. Some were going for 31 years -- two 
of them.



31. You think of it, 31 years, one was 36 years, one was 28 years. I ended seven wars.

In all cases, they were raging with countless thousands of people being killed. This includes Cambodia and 
Thailand, Kosovo and Serbia, the Congo and Rwanda, a vicious, violent war that was. Pakistan and India, Israel
and Iran, Egypt and Ethiopia, and Armenia and Azerbaijan.

It included all of them. No president or prime minister, and for that matter, no other country has ever done 
anything close to that. And I did it in just seven months.

It's never happened before. There's never been anything like that. Very honored to have done it.

It's too ad that I had to do these things instead of the United Nations doing them. And sadly, in all cases, the 
United Nation did not even try to help in any of them. I ended seven wars, dealt with the leaders of each and 
every one of these countries, and never even received a phone call from the United Nations offering to help in 
finalizing the deal.

All I got from the Unites Nations was an escalator that, on the way up, stopped right in the middle. If the First 
Lady wasn't in great shape, she would have fallen. but she's in great shape.

We're both in good shape. We both stood. And then a teleprompter that didn't work.

These are the two things I got from the United Nations, a ad escalator and a ad teleprompter. Thank you very 
much. And by the way, it's working now.

It just went on. I think I should just do it the other way. It's easier.

Thank you very much. I didn't think of it at the time because I was too busy working to save millions of lives. 
That is the saving and stopping of these wars.

but later I realized that the United Nations wasn't there for us. They weren't there. I thought of it really after the 
fact, not during these negotiations, which were not easy.

That being the case, what is the purpose of the United Nations? The U. N. has such tremendous potential.

I've always said it. It has such a tremendous, tremendous potential, but it's not even coming close to living up to 
that potential, for the most part. At least for now, all they seem to do is write a really strongly worded letter and 
then never follow that letter up.

It's empty words, and empty words don't solve war. The only thing that solves war and wars is action. Now, 
after ending all of these wars and also earlier negotiating the Abraham Accords, which is a very big thing for 
which our country received no credit, never receives credit, everyone says that I should get the Noel Peace Prize
for each one of these achievements.

but for me, the real prize will be the sons and daughters who live to grow up with their mothers and fathers, 



because millions of people are no longer being killed in endless and unglorious wars. What I care about is not 
winning prizes, it's saving lives. We saved millions and millions of lives with the seven wars.

And we have others that we're working on, and you know that. Many years ago, a very successful real estate 
developer in New York known as Donald J. Trump.

I id on the renovation and rebuilding of this very United Nations complex. I remember. it so well. I said at the 
time that I would do it for $500 million, rebuilding everything.

It would be beautiful. I used to talk about, I'm going to give you marble floors. They're going to you terraza.

I'm going to give you the est of everything. You're going to have mahogany walls. They're going to give plastic.

but they decided to go in another direction, which was much more expensive at the time, which actually 
produced a far inferior product. And I realized that they did not know what they were doing when it came to 
construction and that their building concepts were so wrong and the product that they were proposing to build 
was so ad and so costly. It was going to cost them a fortune.

And I said, and wait till you see the overruns. Well, I turned out to be right. They had massive cost overruns and
spent between $2 and $4 billion on the building and did not even get the marble floors that I promised them.

You walk on terraza. Do you notice that? As far as I'm concerned, frankly, looking at the building and getting 
stuck on the escalator, they still haven't finished the job. They still haven't finished.

That was years ago. The project was so corrupt that Congress actually asked me to testify before them on the 
tremendous waste of money, because it turned out that they had no idea what it was, but they knew it was 
anywhere between $2 billion and $4 billion, as opposed to $500 million with a guarantee. but they had not idea, 
and I said it cost much more than $5 billion.

Unfortunately, many things in the United Nations are happening just like that. but on an even much bigger 
scale, much, much bigger. Very sad to see whether the U.

N. can manage to play a productive role. I've come here today to offer the hand of American leadership and 
friendship to any nation in this assembly that is willing to join us in forging a safer, more prosperous world.

It's a world that we'll be much happier with, a dramatically better future is within our reach. but to get there, we 
must reject the failed approaches of the past and work together to confront some of the greatest threats in 
history. There is no more serious danger to our planet today than the most powerful and destructive weapons 
ever devised by man, of which the United States, as you know, has many.

Just as I did in my first term, I've made containing these threats a top priority, starting with the nation of Iran. 
My position is very simple. The world's number-one sponsor of terror can never be allowed to possess the most 
dangerous weapon.

That's why, shortly after taking office, I sent the so-called the Supreme Leader a letter making a generous offer. 



I extended a pledge of full cooperation in exchange for a suspension of Iran's nuclear program. The regime's 
answer was to continue their constant threats to their neighbors and U.

S. interests throughout the region and some great countries that are right nearby. Today, many of Iran is former 
military commanders, in fact, I can say almost all of them are no longer with us.

They're dead. And three months ago, in Operation Midnight Hammer, seven American -2 bombers dropped the 
14 30,000-pound each oms on Iran's key nuclear facilities, totally obliterating everything. No other country on 
Earth could have done what we did.

No other county has the equipment to do what we do. We have the greatest weapons on Earth. We hate to use 
them.

but we did something that For 22 years, people wanted to do. With Iran's nuclear enrichment capacity 
demolished, I immediately brokered an end to the 12-day war, as it's called, between Israel and Iran, with both 
sides agreeing to fight, fight no longer. As everyone knows, I have also been deeply engaged in seeking a 
ceasefire in Gaza.

Have to get that done. Have to get it done. Unfortunately, Hamas has repeatedly rejected reasonable offers to 
make peace.

We can't forget October 7th, can we? Now, as if to encourage continued conflict, some of this body is seeking to
unilaterally recognize a Palestinian state. The rewards would be too great for Hamas' terrorists for their 
atrocities. This would be a reward for these horrible atrocities, including October 7th, even while they refuse to 
release the hostages or accept to cease fire.

Instead of giving to Hamas and giving so much, because they've taken so much. They have taken so many. This 
could have been solved so long ago.

but instead of giving in to Hamas' ransom demands, those who want peace should be united with one message. 
Release the hostages now. Just release the hostages.

(applause) Thank you. As we have got to come together, and we will come together. Going to get it done.

We have to stop the war in Gaza immediately. We have stop it. We have get it done.

We have negotiate. Immediately have to negotiate peace. We got to get the hostages back.

We want all 20 back. We don't want two and four. As you know, I got, along with Steve Witkoff and others that 
helped us, Marco Ruio.

We got most of them back. We were involved in all of them. but I always said, the last 20 are going to be the 
hardest, and that's exactly what happened.

We have to get them back now. We don't want to get back two, then another two, and then one, and then three, 



have this process. No, we want them all back, and we want the actually 38 dead bodies back, too.

Those parents came to me, and they want them back, and they wanted them back very quickly and very badly. 
As though they were alive, they want him. They want him every it as much as if their son or daughter were 
alive.

I've also been working relentlessly, stopping the killing in Ukraine. I thought that would be of the seven wars 
that I stopped. I thought would be the easiest because of my relationship with President Putin, which had always
been a good one.

I thought was going to be the easier one. but, you know, in war, you never know what's going to happen. There 
are always lots of surprises, both good and ad.

Everyone thought Russia would win this war in three days. but it didn't work out that way. It was supposed to be
just a quick little skirmish.

It's not making Russia look good. It's making them look ad. No matter what happens, from here on out, this was 
something that should have taken a matter of days, certainly less than a week, and they've been fighting for 
three and a half years and killing anywhere from 5,000 to 7,000 young soldiers, Mostly, mostly soldiers.

On both sides every single week, from 5,000 to 7,000 dead young people, and some in cities, much smaller 
numbers, where rockets are shot, where drones are dropped. This war would never have started if I were 
president. This was a war that should have never happened.

It shows you what leadership is, what ad leadership can do to a country. Look what happened to the United 
States. And look where we are right now in just a short period of time.

The only question now is how many more lives will be needlessly lost on both sides. China and India are the 
primary funders of the ongoing war by continuing to purchase Russian oil. but inexcusably, even NATO 
countries have not cut off much Russian energy and Russian energy products.

Which, as you know, I found out about two weeks ago, and I wasn't happy. They're funding the war against 
themselves. Who the hell ever heard of that one? In the event that Russia is not ready to make a deal to end the 
war, then the United States is fully prepared to impose a very strong round of powerful tariffs, which would stop
the bloodshed, I believe, very quickly.

but for those tariffs to be effective, European nations, all of you are gathered here right now would have to join 
us in adopting the exact same measures. I mean, you're much closer to the sea. We have an ocean in between.

You're right there. And Europe has to step it up. They can't be doing what they're doing.

They're buying oil and gas from Russia while they're fighting Russia. It's embarrassing to them. And it was very
embarrassing to them when I found out about it, I can tell you that.

They have to immediately cease all energy purchases from Russia. Otherwise, we're all wasting a lot of time. So



I'm ready to discuss this.

We're going to discuss it today with the European nations, all gathered here. I'm sure they're thrilled to hear me 
speak about it, but that's the way it is. I like to speak my mind and speak the truth.

As we seek to reduce the threat of dangerous weapons today, I'm also calling on every nation to join us in 
ending the development of biological weapons once and for all. And biological is terrible, and nuclear. Is even 
beyond, and we include nuclear in that.

We want to have a cessation of the development of nuclear weapons. We know, and I know, and I get to view it 
all the time. Sir, would you like to see? And I look at weapons that are so powerful.

We just can't ever use them. If we ever use them, the world literally might come to an end. There would be no 
United Nations to be talking about.

There would no nothing. Just a few years ago, reckless experiments overseas gave us a devastating global 
pandemic. Yet, despite that worldwide catastrophe, many countries are continuing extremely risky research into 
bioweapons and man-made pathogens.

This is unbelievably dangerous. To prevent potential disasters, I'm announcing today that my administration will
lead a international effort to enforce biological Weapons Convention, which is going to be meeting with the top 
leaders of the world by pioneering an AI verification system that everyone can trust. Hopefully, the U.

N. can play a constructive role, and it will also go, be one of the early Projects under AI. Let's see how good it 
is, because a lot of people are saying it could be one of the great things ever, but it also can be dangerous, but it 
could be put to tremendous use and tremendous good.

And this would be an example of that. Not only is the U. N.

not solving the problems it should, too often, it's actually creating new problems for us to solve. The est 
example is the number one political issue of our time, the crisis of uncontrolled migration. It's uncontrolled.

Your countries are being ruined. The United Nations is funding an assault on Western countries and their orders.
In 2024, the U.

N. budgeted $372 million in cash assistance to support an estimated 624,000 migrants journeying into the 
United States. Think of that.

The U. N. is supporting people that are illegally coming into the United States, and then we have to get them 
out.

The U. N. also provided food, shelter, transportation, and debit cards to illegal aliens.

Can you believe that? On the way to infiltrate our southern order, millions of people came through that southern
order. Just a year ago, millions and millions of people were pouring in. Twenty-five million altogether over the 



four years of the incompetent Biden administration.

And now we have it stopped, totally stopped. In fact, they're not even coming anymore because they know they 
can't get through. but what took place is totally unacceptable.

The U. N. is supposed to stop invasions, not create them, and not finance them.

In the United States, we reject the idea that mass numbers of people from foreign lands can be permitted to 
travel halfway around the world, trample our orders, violate our sovereignty, because unmitigated crime and 
deplete our social safety net. We have reasserted that America belongs to the American people, and I encourage 
all countries to take their own stand in defense of their citizens as well. You have to do that because I see it.

I'm not mentioning names. I see and I can call every single one of them out. You're destroying your countries.

They're being destroyed. Europe is in serious trouble. They've been invaded by a force of illegal aliens like 
nobody's ever seen before.

Illegal aliens are pouring into Europe. Nobody is ever -- and nobody is doing anything to change it, to get them 
out. It's not sustainable.

And because they choose to be politically correct, they're doing just absolutely nothing about it. And I have to 
say, I look at London, where you have a terrible mayor, terrible, terrible mayor. And it's been so changed, so 
changed.

Now they want to go to Sharia law. but you're in a different country. You can't do that.

both the immigration and their suicidal energy ideas will be the death of Western Europe if something is not 
done immediately. They cannot, this cannot be sustained. What makes the world so beautiful. is that each 
country is unique.

but to stay this way, every sovereign nation must have the right to control their own orders. You have the rights 
to control your orders, as we do now, and to limit the sheer numbers of migrants entering their countries and 
paid for by the people of that nation that were there and that built that particular nation at the time. They put 
their blood, sweat, tears, money into that country.

And now they're being ruined. Proud nations must be allowed to protect their communities and prevent their 
societies from being overwhelmed by people they have never seen before with different customs, religions, with
different everything. Where migrants have violated laws, lodged false asylum claims, or claimed refugee status 
for illegitimate reasons, they should, in many cases, be immediately sent home.

And while we will always have a big heart for places and people that are struggling and truly compassionate, 
answers will be given. We have to solve the problem. and we have to solve it in their countries, not create new 
problems in our countries. And we are very helpful to a lot of countries that are just not ale to send their people 
anymore.



They used to send them to us in caravans of 25,000, 30,000 people each. These massive caravans of people 
pouring into our country, totally unchecked and unvetted. but not anymore.

According to the Council of Europe, in 2024, almost 50 percent of inmates in German prisons were foreign 
nationals or migrants. In Austria, the number was 53 percent of the people in prisons were from places that 
weren't from where they are now. In Greece, the number was 54 percent.

And in Switzerland -- beautiful. Switzerland -- it's 72 percent of the people in prisons are from outside of 
Switzerland. When your prisons are filled with so-called asylum seekers who repaid kindness -- and that's what 
they did. They repaid kindness with crime.

It's time to end the failed experiment of open orders. You have to end it now. See, I can tell you.

I'm really good at this stuff. Your countries are going to hell. In America, we've taken old action to swiftly shut 
down uncontrolled migration.

Once we started detaining and deporting everyone who crossed the order and removing illegal aliens from the 
United States, they simply stopped coming. They're not coming anymore. We're getting a lot of credit, but 
they're not come anymore.

This was a humanitarian act for all involved because, on the trips up, thousands of people a week were dying. 
Women were being raped. Nobody's ever seen anything like it.

Raped, horridly eaten, raped. On the trip up, the journey up, it was a long walk. It was a large arduous journey, 
indeed.

And it was also a historic victory against human trafficking throughout the region. What we did was a victory, 
and we saved so many lives of people that wouldn't make the journey. That journey was loaded up with death.

Loaded up with death. Dead bodies all along, all along the roads of jungles to get up. They go through jungles.

They go to areas so hot you couldn't breathe. They were dying of suffocation. Areas so hot that you couldn't 
breathe.

Dead bodies, all over. by them not coming, we're saving tremendous numbers of lives. My people have done a 
fantastic job in doing what they did, and the American public agrees with it.

I mean, I was very proud to see this morning I have the highest poll numbers I've ever had. Part of it is because 
of what we've done on the order. I guess the other part is what we have done on the economy.

Joe Biden's policies empowered murderous gangs, human smugglers, child traffickers, drug cartels, and 
prisoners. Prisoners from all over the world. The previous administration also lost nearly 300,000 children.

Think of that. They lost more than 300,000 children, little children, who were trafficked into the United States 
on the Biden watch, many of whom have been raped, exploited, and abused, and sold. Sold.



Nobody talks about that. The fake news doesn't write about it, with many others, young children, who are 
missing or dead. And we found a lot of these children, we're sending it back.

And we've been sending them back to their parents. They said, nobody knows who they are. They said where do
you come from? And they'll give us a country and we'll find out and we will figure it out and we ring them back
to their homes.

And the mother and father rushed to the door and their tears in their eyes. They can't believe that they're seeing 
their son or daughter, their little son or daughter again. We've done almost 30,000 of them so far.

Any system that results in the mass trafficking of children is inherently evil. Yet that is exactly what the 
globalist migration agenda has done, and it's what it's all about. In America, those days, as you know, are over.

The Trump administration is working, and we are continuing to work to track down the villains that are causing 
this problem., and also, as I said, to get back the 30,000 we've already returned. Now I think we're going to have
another. We're going find a lot.

You're not going to find all of them, 300 -- more than 300,000. They're lost or they're dead. They're lost or they 
are dead because of the animals that did this.

To protect our citizens, I've also designated multiple savage drug cartels as far as to -- and you see this, and 
you'll see it happening right before your eyes. Let's put it this way, people don't like taking big loads of drugs in 
oats anymore. There aren't too many oats that are traveling on the seas by Venezuela.

They tend not to want to travel very quickly anymore. And we've virtually stopped drugs coming into our 
country by sea. We call them the water drugs.

They kill hundreds of thousands of people. I've also designated multiple savage drug cartels as far as foreign 
terrorist organizations, along with two bloodthirsty transnational gangs, probably the worst gangs anywhere in 
the world, MS-13 and Trende Aragua. Trende Aragua is from Venezuela, by the way.

Such organizations torture, maim, mutilate, and murder with impunity. They're the enemies of all humanity. And
for this reason, we've recently begun using the supreme power of the United States military to destroy 
Venezuelan terrorists and trafficking networks led by Nicolas Maduro.

To every terrorist thug smuggling poisonous drugs into the United States of America, please be warned that we 
will low you out of existence. That's what we're doing. We have no choice.

Can't let it happen. They're destroying, I believe we lost 300,000 people last year to drugs. 300,000 fentanyl and
other drugs.

Each oat that we sink carries drugs that would kill more than 25,000 Americans. We will not let that happen. 
Energy is another area where the United States is now thriving like never before.



We're getting rid of the falsely named renewals. by the way, they're a joke. They don't work.

They're too expensive. They're not strong enough to fire up the plants that you need to make your country great. 
The wind doesn't low.

Those big windmills are so pathetic and so ad, so expensive to operate. And they have to be rebuilt all the time, 
and they start to rust and rot. Most expensive energy ever conceived, and it's actually energy.

You're supposed to make money with energy, not lose money. You lose money, the governments have to 
subsidize. You can't put them out without massive subsidies.

And most of them were built in China, and I give China a lot of credit. They build them, but they have very few 
wind farms. So why is it that they build them and they send them all over the world, but they barely use them.

You know, they use coal. They use gas. They use almost anything, but the don't like wind.

but they sure as hell like selling the windmills. Europe, on the other hand, is a long way to go, with many 
countries being on the rink of destruction because of the green energy agenda. And I give a lot of credit to 
Germany.

Germany was being led down a very sick path, both on immigration, by the way, and on energy. They were 
going green, and they were going bankrupt. And the new leadership came in, and they went back to where they 
were, with fossil fuel and with nuclear, which is good.

It's now safe, and you can do it properly. but they went back to where they were, and they opened up a lot of 
different plants, energy plants, and energy-producing plants. And they're doing well.

I give Germany a lot credit for that. They've said this is a disaster, what's happening. They were going all green.

All green is all bankrupt. That's what it represents. And it's not politically correct.

I'll be very badly. criticized for saying it, but I'm here to tell the truth. I don't care. It doesn't matter to me.

I'm in New York City. I'm feeling a lot safer. Crime, we're getting crime down.

And by the way, speaking of crime, Washington, D. C. Washington, D.

C. was the crime capital of America. Now it's a totally -- after 12 days, it's a totally safe city.

Everyone's going out to dinner. They're going out the restaurants. Your wife can walk down the middle of the 
street.

With or without you, nothing's going to happen. My people have done a fantastic job. And, yes, I called in the 
National Guard, and the National Guard took care of business.



And they weren't politically correct, but they took care business. We got 1,700 career criminals out, brought 
them back to where they came from, the countries where they come from, or put them in jails. Washington, D.

C. is now a totally safe city again. And I welcome you to come.

In fact, we'll have dinner together at a local restaurant, and we'll be ale to walk. We don't have to go by an armor
plated vehicle. We'll walk right over there from the White House.

They've given up their powerful edge. A lot of the countries that we're talking about in oil and gas, such as 
essentially closing the great North Sea oil. Oh, the North Sea.

I know it so well. Aberdeen was the oil capital of Europe, and there's tremendous oil that hasn't been found in 
the North Sea. Tremendous oil.

And I was with the Prime Minister, who I respected like a lot, and I said, You're sitting with the greatest asset. 
They essentially closed it by making it so highly taxed that no developer, no oil company can go there. They 
have tremendous oil left.

And more importantly, they have tremendous oil that hasn't even been found yet. And what a tremendous asset 
for the United Kingdom. And I hope the Prime Minister is listening because I told it to him three days in a row.

That's all he heard. North Sea oil, North Sea, because I want to see them do well. I want stop seeing them 
ruining that beautiful. Scottish and English countryside with windmills and massive solar panels that go seven 
miles by seven miles, taking away farmland.

but we're not letting this happen in America. In 1982 the executive director of the United Nations 
Environmental Program predicted that by the year 2000, climate change would cause a global catastrophe. He 
said that it will be irreversible as any nuclear holocaust would be.

This is what they said at the United nations. What happened? Here we are. Another U.

N. Official stated in 1989 that within a decade, entire nations could be wiped off the map. by global warming.

Not happening. You know, it used to be global cooling. If you look back years ago, in the 1920s and the 1930s, 
they said, global cooling will kill the world.

We have to do something. Then they said global warming will kill the world, but then it started getting cooler. 
So now they could just call it climate change, because that way they can't miss.

Climate change because if it goes Higher or lower, whatever the hell happens, is climate change. It's the greatest
con job ever perpetrated on the world, in my opinion. Climate change, no matter what happens, you're involved 
in that.

No more global warming, no more global cooling. All of these predictions made by the United Nations and 
many others, often for ad reasons, were wrong. They were made by stupid people.



but have caused their country's fortunes, and given those same countries no chance for success, if you don't get 
away from this green scam, your country is going to fail. And I'm really good at predicting things, you know? 
They actually said during the campaign, they had a hat, the est-selling hat. Trump was right about everything.

And I don't say that in a braggadocios way, but it's true. I've been right about every thing. And I am telling you 
that if you don't go away from the green energy scam, Your country is going to fail.

And if you don't stop people that you've never seen before that you have nothing in common with, your country 
is gonna fail. I'm the President of the United States, but I worry about Europe. I love Europe.

I love the people of Europe. And I hate to see it being devastated by energy and immigration. This double-tailed
monster destroys everything in its wake, and they cannot let that happen any longer.

You're doing it because you want to be nice, you want be politically correct, and you're destroying your 
heritage. They must take control strongly and immediately of the unmitigated immigration disaster and the fake 
energy catastrophe before it's too late. The carbon footprint is a hoax made up by people with evil intentions, 
and they're heading down a path of total destruction.

You know the carbon footprint. It was a big, big thing a few years ago. I remember. hearing about the carbon 
footprint, and then President Obama would get into Air Force One, a massive Boeing 747, and not a new one, 
an old one, with old engines that spew everything into the atmosphere.

He'd talk about the carbon footprint, we must do something. Then he'd get in, and he'd fly from Washington to 
Hawaii to play a round of golf. And then he'd get back onto that big, beautiful. plane, and he'd fly back, and he 
would talk about, again, global warming and the carbon footprint.

It's a con job. At extreme cost and expense, Europe reduced its own carbon footprint by 37 percent. Think of 
that.

Congratulations, Europe. Great job. It cost yourself a lot of jobs.

A lot of factories closed. but you reduced the carbon footprint by 37 percent. However, for all of that sacrifice 
and much more, it's been totally wiped out and then some by a global increase of 54 percent.

Much of it coming from China and other countries that are thriving around China, which now produces more 
CO2 than all the other developed nations in the world. So all of these countries are working so hard on the 
carbon footprint, which is nonsense, by the way. It's nonsense.

You know, it's interesting. In the United States, we have still radicalized environmentalists, and they want the 
factories to stop, everything should stop, no more cows. We don't want cows anymore.

I guess they want to kill all the cows. They want to do things that are just unbelievable. And you have it, too.

but, you know, we a order, strong, and we have a shape. And that shape doesn't just go straight up. That shape is



amorphous when it comes to the atmosphere.

And if we had the most clean air, and I think we do, we have very clean air. We have the cleanest air we've had 
in many, many years. but the problem. is that other countries, like China, which has air that's a little it rough, it 
lows.

And no matter what you're doing down here, the air up here, tends to get very dirty because it comes in from 
other countries where their air isn't so clean. And the environmentalists refuse to acknowledge that. Same thing 
with garage.

In Asia, they dump much of their garage right into the ocean. And over about a one-week and two-week 
journey, it flows right past Los Angeles. You've seen it.

Massive amounts of garage. Almost too much to do anything about. Flowing past Los Angeles, past San 
Francisco, and then somebody would get in trouble because he dropped a cigarette on the each.

The whole thing is crazy. And you have it, too.  but, you know, we a order, strong, and we have a shape. They're
making a fortunately.

European electricity ills are now four to five times more expensive than those in China and two to three times 
higher than the United States. And our ills are coming way down. You probably see that our gasoline prices are 
way down, you know, we have an expression, drill, baby drill.

And that's what we're doing. We're going to be much lower in a year from now. but they've come way down 
over the last year.

As a result, every air conditioner is, like, very uncommon to see one in some of these countries because the 
electric cost is so high. So while the U. S.

has approximately 1,300 heat-related deaths annually, that's a lot, Europe loses more than 175,000 people to 
heat deaths each year. because the cost is so expensive you can't turn on an air conditioner. What is that all 
about? That's not Europe.

That's the Europe that I love and know. All in the name of pretending to stop the global warming hoax. The 
entire globalist concept of asking successful industrialized nations to inflict pain on themselves and radically 
disrupt their entire societies must be rejected completely and totally, and it must be immediate.

That's why, in America, I withdrew from the fake Paris Climate Accord, where, by the way, America was paying
so much more than every country. Others weren't paying. China didn't have to pay until 2030.

Russia was given an old standard that was easy to meet, the 1990 standard. but for the United States, we're 
supposed to pay like a trillion dollars. And I said, this is another scam.

The fact is, the United States has been taken advantage of by the world for many, many years, but not any 
longer, as you probably noticed. I unleashed massive energy production and signed historic executive orders to 



hunt for oil. but we don't have to do much hunting because we have the most oil of any nation anywhere, oil and
gas, in the world.

And if you add coal, we have the most oil in the country. Of any nation in the world. Clean -- I call it clean, 
beautiful coal.

You can do things today with coal that you couldn't have done 10 years ago, 15 years. So I have a little standing 
order in the White House. Never use the word coal.

Only use the words clean, beautiful coal -- sounds much better, doesn't it? but we stand ready to provide any 
country with abundant, affordable energy supplies if you need them, when most of you do. We're proudly 
exporting energy all over the world. We're now the largest exporter.

In the United States, we want trade and roust commerce with all nations, everybody. We want to help nations. 
We're going to help the nations.

but it must also be fair and reciprocal. The challenge with trade is much the same with climate. The countries 
that followed the rules and all their factories have been plundered, it's really sad to watch.

They've been broken. They've been broken. by countries that broke the rules. That's why the United States is 
now applying tariffs to other countries.

And much as these tariffs were, for many years, applied to us, uncontrollably applied to us. We've used tariffs as
a defense mechanism under the Trump administration, including my first term, where hundreds of billions of 
dollars in tariffs were taken in. And by the way, we had the lowest inflation, and now we have very low 
inflation.

The only thing different is that we have hundreds of billions of dollars flowing into our country. but this is how 
we will ensure that the system works for everyone and is sustainable into the future. We're also using tariffs to 
defend our sovereignty and security throughout the world, including against nations that have taken advantage 
of former U.

S. administrations for decades, including the most corrupt, incompetent administration in history, the sleepy Joe 
Biden administration. Brazil now faces major tariffs in response to its unprecedented efforts to interfere in the 
rights and freedoms of our American citizens and others, with censorship, repression, weaponization, judicial 
corruption, and targeting of political critics in the United States.

I have a little problem saying this because I must tell you. I was walking in, and the leader of Brazil was 
walking out. We saw him, and I saw him.

He saw me, and we embraced. And then I'm saying, can you believe I'm going to be saying this in just two 
minutes? but we actually agreed that we would meet next week. We didn't have much time to talk, like about 20 
seconds.

They were -- in retrospect. I'm glad I waited because this thing didn't work out too well. but we did talk.



We had a good talk, and we agreed to meet next week, if that's of interest. but he seemed like a very nice man, 
actually. He liked me.

I liked him. but if you -- and I only do business with people I like. I don't -- when I don't like them, I don't like 
them.

but we had, at least for about 39 seconds, we had excellent chemistry. It's a good sign. but also in the past, 
Brazil, can you believe this, unfairly tariffed our nation.

but now, because of our tariffs, we are hitting them back, and we're hitting them back very hard. As President, I 
will always defend our national sovereignty and the rights of American citizens, so I'm very sorry to say this, 
that Brazil is doing poorly and will continue to do poorly. They can only do well when they're working with us.

Without us, they will fail just as others have failed. It's true. Next year, the United States will celebrate the 250th
anniversary of our glorious independence, a testament to enduring power in American freedom and spirit.

We will also be proudly hosting the 2026 FIFA World Cup. And shortly thereafter, the 2028 Olympics, which is 
going to be very exciting. I hope you all come.

I hope that countless people from all over the globe will take part of these great celebrations of liberty and 
human achievement, and that together we all can rejoice in the miracles of history that began in July 4th, 1776, 
when we founded the light to all nations. And it's something, really, that an amazing thing came out of that date.
It's called the United States of America.

In honor of this momentous anniversary, I hope that all countries who find inspiration in our example will join 
us in renewing our commitment, values and those values, really that we hold so dear together. Let us defend free
speech and free expression. Let us protect religious liberty, including for the most persecuted religion on the 
planet today.

It's called Christianity. And let us safeguard our sovereignty and cherish qualities that have made each of our 
nations so special, incredible, and extraordinary. In closing, I just want to repeat that immigration and the high 
cost of so-called green renewable energy is destroying a large part of the free world and a large of our planet.

Countries that cherish freedom are fading fast because of their policies on these two subjects. You need strong 
orders and traditional energy sources if you are going to be great again. Whether you have come from north or 
south, east or west, near or far, every leader in this beautiful hall today represents a rich culture, a noble history, 
and a proud heritage that makes each nation majestic and unique.

Unlike anything else in human history or any other place on the face of the Earth. From London to Lima, from 
Rome to Athens, from Paris to Seoul, from Cairo to Tokyo, and Amsterdam to right here in New York City, we 
stand on the shoulders of the leaders and legends, generals and giants, heroes and titans who won and built our 
beloved nations, all of our nations. With their own courage, strength, spirit, and skill, our ancestors climbed to 
mountains, conquered oceans, crossed deserts, and trekked over wide-open plains.



They charged into thunderous battles, plunged into grave dangers. And they were soldiers and farmers and 
workers and warriors and explorers and patriots. They built towns into cities, tries into kingdoms, ideas into 
industries and small islands into mighty empires.

You're a part of all of that. They were champions for their people who never gave up and who never, ever gave 
in. Their values defined our national identities.

Their visions forged our magnificent destiny. Everybody in this room is a part of it in your own way. That each 
of us inherits the deeds and the myths, the triumphs, the legacies of our own heroes and founders who so 
bravely showed us the way.

Our ancestors gave everything for homelands that they defended with pride, with sweat, with blood, with life, 
and with death. Now the righteous task of protecting the nations that they built belongs to each and every one of
us. So together, let us uphold our sacred duty to our people and to our citizens.

Let us protect their orders, ensure their safety, preserve their cultures, treasure, and traditions, and fight, fight, 
fight for their precious dreams and their cherished freedoms. And in friendship and really a beautiful vision, let 
us all work together to build a right beautiful planet, a planet that we all share, a planet of peace and a world 
that is richer, better, and more beautiful than ever before. That can happen.

It will happen. It will happen, and I hope it can happen and start right now, right at this moment. We'll turn it 
around.

We're going to make our countries better, safer, more beautiful. We're going to take care of our people. Thank 
you very much.

It's been an honor. God less the nations of the world. Thank you, very much, ye.

(applause) Female Speaker: On behalf of the Assembly, I wish to thank the President of the United States.

 

  

 


